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3 Pt Brea :
o E the People of “the States Zp..
of New-Hampfhire, Maffachufetts,
Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plan-
tations, ConneCticut, New-York, New-]Jerfey, Penn«

-1}7#,;_,/ ]?f‘ élmz
a“f”/% (/&/: —_—

fylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Caro-
lina, South-Carolina, and Georgia, do ordain, declare
and eftablith the following Conftitution for the Govern~
ment of Ourfelves and our Pofterity.

;D ¢S I N o T R SR
= Thc ftile of this Government fhall be, ¢ The United States of America.” Jj’l- ¢

1L
—>  The Government fhall confift of fupreme legiflative, executive and judicial /é&fr\
powers.
1L,
— The legiflative power {hall be veftedin a Congrefs, to confift of two feparate o
and diftinét bodxes of men, a2 Houfe of Reprefentatives, and a Senate ; each-ef b

B-ai-eales, W/ —ethers The Legiflature fhall
mect on | o fhe’ firlt Monday in D cember ::a‘;uqqéé "“fj/, A Ay fferest

’i%/ﬂ"%(’/%/’//p/‘fu [t/t'(—-ll. //fw“ = ol 7?\’
ooy / e Sect. 1. The Membets of the Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be chofen eve- @p.conl .
" 1y fecond year, by the people of the feveral States comprehended within this
Union, The qualifications of the ele&tors fhall be the fame, from time to time, <=5 .
as thofe of the electors in the feveral States, of the moft numerous branch of
their own legiflatures,

—  Sec 2. Every Member of the Houfe of Reprefentatives dg;all be of the age ‘lpnee
of twenty-five years at lealt; fhall have been a citizen m—thc United States
= 2 . A for at h-:auhﬁ ‘years before hns cle&tion; and fhall be; ‘st the timo-of his-gu—ib
leétion, wﬁdent“‘f mus(?\te in which he fhall be chofen,

——  Seft. 3. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall, at its firlt formation, and until & 01 263,
the number of citizens and inhabitants fhall be taken in the manner herein af-
ter defcribed, confift of fixty-five Members, of whom three fhall be chofen in
New-Hampfhire, eight in Maffachufetts, one in Rhode-Ifland and Providence
Plantations, five in Conne&icut, fix in New-York, four in New-Jerfey, eight
in Pennfylvania, one in Delaware, fix in Maryland, ten in Virginia, five in
North-Carolina, five in South-Carolina, and three in Georgia,

— Sect. 4. As the proportions of numbers in the different States will alter from. (.ﬁ?«txfj)
time to time; ,as fome of the States may hereafter be divided; as others may
be enlaryd‘?)y addition of territory ; as two or more States may be united; as
new States will be ereted within the limits of the United States, the Legifla-

ture fhall, in cach of thefe cales, regulate the nzmbcr 2&' reprefentatives b) thj P
'1,?_13“ of inhabitants, according to the pmﬁms—‘mssﬁ%a&ﬂ“‘
rate of one fok eve every forty thoufand. 464 ﬂ/cdol‘/‘ et oAte % Ce have
A oploafb e vefriifortAibion.,
Sed?.’s, lblll /ﬂfn‘ raifing or appropriating money, ani&)r ﬁ}mg the fala-

¥ Idfnyu e
ries of the oﬂi

of government, thall originate in the Houls of Reprefenta- 7.
1l nowbe altered or amended by the Scnatcﬁm@h{hall be <29

tives, and fh
draw:af}otﬁ the publg Treafury, but in purfuance of appropriationsshat fhall
origindte in the Houfe ofNReprefentatives.

b Sect. 6. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall have the fole power of xmpeach- %é&
ment, It fhall choofe its Speaker and other officers, :
Seé?. 7. Vacancies in the.Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be fupplied by writs %Me% ’

of eletion from the executive authority of the State, in the reprefentation from
which they fhall happen. V.
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— /"SZ?K% Each Houfe fhall be thc ]udgc c?thc ele
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Sef. 1. The Senate of the United States fhall be chofen by the Legiflatures QVMC\
of t}xe feveral States. Fach Lt:fg;élaturc ﬂnll chufe two mem rs. _Vacancies

may fuppﬁc@hy tﬁe“]ﬁ:ccut until tl{c ncxi‘ mcctmg fcgﬁa.turé’
Each member fhall have one vote.

2. Tb Se ﬂ%s lhall e ch chofen for fix ycars ; but immediately after

Gprecd
fl‘?&‘ r(t eleé'tlon ,they fhall be mdcd by lot, into three clafles, as nearly as

may be, numbered one, two and three. The feats of the members of the firft
clafs fhall be vacated at the expiration of the fecond year, of the fecond clafs
at the expiration of the fourth year, of the third clafs at the expiration of the
fixth year, fo that a third part of the members may be chofen every fecond
year.

Se. 3. Every member of the Senate fhall be of the age of thirty years at 4%11,(4 4

leaft; fhall have been a cmzcnd the United States for at lcms e~
fore his eletion ; and fhall be, at the time of his e]e&xon, of the
State for which he fhall be chofen.

|
Sect, 42 The Senate fhall chufe its own Prefident and other officers; 0?@3 [

VL
Sei?, 1. The times and places and the manner of holding the eleéhons of a,;,,,,ﬁ

tS}:::tmcmbc s of eacwggfi &ill l/)i/ refcxibs‘d bL ‘hi};ig‘%i‘i{" 05534‘3]1 . Z}‘
CWM

the I/:egiﬂature of the United States.

Se?. 2. The LegHlature of the United States fhall haye authority to efta= 2?4;?,,5}
blith fuch unifon qualifications of the members of houfe, with regard to

property, as te'thd faid Legiflature fhall feem expedidnt.

Set. 3. In each Houfe a majority of the members fhall conflitute a quorum %ww

to da bufigefs; but a fmaller number may adjourn from day to day. érrietas~ey s
g ed ¥6 oo fiik a A A= 11t (At fieile as @antmrr Band

&ions, returns and qualifica- a;/.,“D

tions of its own members,

Sed, 5. Freedom of fpeech and debate in the Legiflature fhall not be im- g2 >

peached or queftioned in any court or place out of the Legiflature; and the
members of each Houfe fhall, in all cafes, except treafon, felony and breach
of the peace, be privileged from arreft during their attendance at Congrefs,
and in going to and returning from it,

18 L0,

Seft. 6. Each Houle may determine the rules of its proceedmgs 3.1ay pus Q;yuwp;
nith its members for diforderly behaviour; an may expel a” m:’.mfrlrz

Cl‘.

Seé? 7 Thc Houfe of chrcfcntatwes, and the Senate, whea-ie—fhall-be (I{qu-é
thall keep a journal of th ir proceedin nd
E 15 e 4!? JQ «( et e e w < s, 4
thall, from time to ume, ubli tﬁem afrrxJA tﬁe yeas and nays o?tfkég meme-
bers of each Houfe, on any queftion,” ‘Mhall, at the defire of one-fifth part of
the members prefent, becnteted on the Journal
M o Haw Lepflatine
Sect. 8. Neitler Houfe, th otit the confent of the other, fhall adjourn for ﬁjmz{
more than three days, mor to any other place than tha: at which the two
Houfes are fitting. But-this-regulationfhatt-no

sedhall ol L ’.‘ ”"l.
Sect. 9. The members of each Houfc fhall be ineligible to, and incapable 7 byl d
of holding any office under the authority of the United States, during the ,

time for which they fhall refpe@ively be ele@ted: and the members of the Se-

nate fhall be ineligible to, and incapable of holding any fuch office for one ,
year afterwards. |

Seft.

]

/‘“““}" ‘


mailto:l@gillati-.�e
https://J'~,E~~L_lh.aU

i o

- Seit. 10. The mcmbers of each Houfc thall receive a compen!‘anon for theit #precats
fervices,
P e it fored
chofen, fo fe, 1o Hh Sicafoe 244
) fole .4/“ i f; / / ]

. : 7 & Sef. 11 The e.t"n,'.l&m ftile of the laws of th(}Umted tatczél}g}l be R e ool
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53} Seét. 12. Each Houfe {hall poﬁ'efs the hght of originating bllls, except in 1?7’,&:7“44
the cafes beforementioned. '
——  Sed. 13. Every bill, which fhall have pafled the Houle of Reprefentatives and

ﬂfm-c !

‘the Senate, fhall, before it become a law, be prefented to the Prefident of the
United States, for his revifion : if, upon fuch revifion, he approve of it, he fhall

B e /4 Zv-bu/ erete z]}/’ fne o «Ze. fignify his approbation by figning it: But if, upon fuch revifion, it fhall appear

"
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to him improper for being pafled into a law, he fhall return it, together with his
objettions againft it, to that Houfe in which it fhall have originated, who fhall
enter the objetions attarge on their éourgala gn(‘difroc,ccd to reconfider the bill.
But if, after fuch reonfideration, of that Houfe fhall, notwithftand.
ing the obje&ions of the Prefident, agree t6 pafs it, it fhall, together with his
objedtions, be fent to the other Houfe, hich it fhall likewife be reconfider-
ed, and, if approved bym ?J“e?%thcr Houlfe alfo, it fhall become a
law. But,in all fuch cafcs, the votes of both Houfes fhall be determined by
Yeas and Nays; and the names of the perfons voting for or againft the bill
fhall be entered in the Journal of each Houfc refpe&wely If any bill fhall not
be returned by the Prefident within {eve&days falter’st ’m/M1ave been pre-

fented to him, it fhall be a law, unlcfa the chxﬂaturc, by their adjournment,
prevent its return; in which cafe it thall not be a law.

3* L -

collc& téxxcs, dutxcs; lm oﬂs and e*:cxf‘.s $ ﬁ/m Heealedts ?//'rl-“ s i’ﬂ Mo

e

rf&uiatc commcrtc with forengn nations, and among the feveral Statcs,a.‘.« It

fenva

3 To eftablhi a:.n uniform rule of naturalization throughout the United States;
4To coin money;

§ To reguiate the value of foreign coin;

¢To fix the ftandard of weights and meafures ;

7To eftablith poft-offices; aa reffroads;

sTo borrow money, end-smbl_ulh on the credit of the United States;

4'To appoint a Treafurer bﬁ)lallot'

nTo conftitute tribunals inferior to the fupreme court;

— » To make rules concerning captures on land and water;

— To

— -ATO
== ;yTo ralfc arr‘ne

Latns,
f&fm—-« mo«d"uf’u ,o‘-‘h' an ,...,,
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«ﬂld .’Punlﬁxmﬁs—of piracies and felonies committed on
the high feas, and-tho—pen*ﬂamem—ef counterfeiting the coin of the United

States, and ok offences agamﬂ: the law of nations;
14 Tofabd Belli m—i.i Fits Leid L

war; «l fna wA Lot y {/,,l/:u/u. i /“./,,./.’. £

Mﬁm.ﬂqﬂg‘ }'wm«alf/a«b B it R i v(/‘
,-,tl‘g" @To??ﬂ‘fhe aiduph ke militia, ia-oxdes to execute the laws of the

on oafesse-m fupprefs infurreéions, and repel invafions;

‘k’nd to make all laws that fhall be neceflary and proper for carrying into exe-
cution the foregoing powers, and all other powers vefted, by this Conftitution,
in the government of the United States, or in any department or officer thereof.

agamﬂ: 5 %ad in adhering to the, cncmlm
MMed-Smmgupoem. The chlﬂamre-ef-t-ho-Unmd-Smeo fhall

have power to declare the punifhment of treafon. No perfon fhall be con-
victed

apaufb—ttas Uittty ﬁ-.....u.&n-l-‘g
Sect et 3 Trcafon Mﬂmll confift only in Jevying war ]
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Ml ze & azaaus‘_, g s e, s ‘
s fi 1 vt st ames ofrins
St faty Lo, ey viced of treafon, unlefs on the teftimony of two witnefles, No attainder of **™¢ |

treafon fhall work corruption of blood, nor forfeiture, except during the life
of the perfon attainted. A

— Sect. 3. The proportions of direét taxation fhall be regulated by the whole [l;}md i
number of white-ane-other free citizens and inhabitants, of every age, fex and
condition, including thofe bound to fervitude for a term of years, and three
fifths of all other perfons not comprehended in the foregoing gcfc_ription, (ex-

_cept Indians not paying taxes) which number fhall, within e years after the
firlt meeting of the Legiflature, and within the term of every ten years after-
wards, be taken in fuch manner as the faid Legiflature fhall direct.

Set. 4. No tax or duty fhall be laid by the Legiflature on articles exported W
from any State;|mes-ea the migration or importation of fuch perfons as the fe-
veral Statcm think proper to admxt*m;-ﬂn-ll—-faeh—mgnnon—erm
tioa-be-prohibited, Zfaw w%/»w/x’t?’ Mo gt frnias o P
T 1808 _ bt ecty renmy Lo Conhefid O, / Al Panfip i mstemcedinpk

8ed. 5. No capitation tax fhall be laid, unlefs in proportion to the cenfus &precets:
herein before direéted to be taken.

Sedt. 6. Nopavigation act fhall be paffed without the %t of two-thirds ¥y eotct .
of the members/prefent in each Houfe.

# Lene dollons froad foosfon,
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,[{ ansy ﬁ,«ﬁ S~ {z, 7 ,(7____7 Sect. 7. The United F;Eatcs fhall not g};:lt azy /'mlc 25 30211::‘/%.‘ P Bul) ek,
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Conflilactinean® e Lo
—  Th I&o{ef-:ﬁo-fegrﬂaméf the United States made in purfuancc“ﬁh&ﬂf e,
cm&mmoa and all treaties made under the authority of the United States
, thall be the fupreme law of the feveral States, and of their citizen$ and inha«
bitants; and the judges in the feveral States fhall be bound thereby in their
decifions ; any thing in the conftitutions or laws of the feveral States to the
contrary notwithftanding.

Qe of T ate ana .
-Svﬂ-i The Senate of the Upited States fhall have power to melee-trenties,

X o o »Mmm ! ; l;[(,M;n-zml#
€ /\A.l#t‘v* nndl 1”'«*7 ‘1“"‘""""‘&""/{4"’6 bt A L Coeinmanin f/lawlﬂ it of Ut et G

A — SeéZ 2 In a]l dlfputes and controverfies now fubfifting, or that may here= %
after fubfift between two or more States, refpecting jurifdition or territory,
the Senate fhall poflefs the following powers. Whenever the Legiflature, or
the Executive authority, or the lawful agent of any State, in controverfy with
another, fhall, by memorial to the Senate, ftate the matter in queltion, apd”
apply for a hearing; mnotice of fuch memorial and application fhall be given, by
order of the Senate, to the Legiflature or the Executive Authority of the otﬁer
Seat€ in controverfy. The Senate fhall alfo afign a day for the appearance of _
the parties, by their agents, before that Houfe. The agents fhall be directed - 4
to appoint, by joint confent, commiflioners or judges to conftitute a court for
hearing and determining the matter in queftion. Bur if the agents cannot
agree, the Senate fhall name three perfons out of each of the feveral States,
and from the Lift of fuch perfons each party fhall alternately ftrike out one, un~ ~_
til the number fhall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not lefs
than feven nor more than nine names, as the Senate fhall dire, fhall, in their
prefence, be drawn out bylot; and the perfons, whofe names fhall be fo drawn,
or any five of them fhall be commiffioners or judges to hear and finally deter-
mine the controverfy ; provided a majority of the judges, who fhall hear the
{ay caufe, agree in the determination, If either party fhall neglet to attend at
the day afligned, without thewing fufficient reafons for not attending, or, be-
ing prefent, fhall refufe to ftrike, the Senate fhall proceed to nominate three
perfons out of each State, and the clerk of the Senate fhall ftrike in behalf of
the party abfent or refufing. Ifany of the parties fhall refufe to {ubmit to the
authority of fuch court ; or fhall not appear to profecute or defend their claim

or

.«T g’rn»n.( ~ /nnfm. !/}5‘
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or caufe, the court fhall neverthelefs proceed to pronounce judgment. The
judgment fhall be final and conclufive. The proceedings fhall be tranfmitted
to the Prefident of the Senate, and fhall be lodged among the public records
for the f{ecurity of the parties concerned. Every commiflioner fhall, before he
fit in judgment, take an oath, to be adminiftered by one of the judges of the
fupreme or fuperior court of the State where the caufe fhall be tried, ¢ well
¢¢ and truly to hear and determine the matter in queftion, according to the
¢ beft of his judgment, without favour, affetion, or hope of reward.””

= Sect, 3. All controverfies concerning lands claimed under different grants /Z{cf_ldfo('

of two or more States, whofe jurifditions, as they refpeé fuch lands, fhall

have been decided or adjufted fubfequent to fuch grants, or any of them, fhall

on application to the Scnate, be finally determined, as near as may be, in the

fame manner as is before preferibed for deciding controverfies between differ.

ent States. =

Ly/ e Txece Aiae Sect, 1. The Executive Power of the United States fhall be vefted in a fin.

gle perfon, His ftile fhall be, ¢ The Prefident of the United States of Ame,
3 and his mlc fhall be, & HIS Exccl!cncy 2 Hc ﬂza] pe-ele

Sect. 2. He fhall, from tlmc to time, glm of nZy}u«d/
the State of the Umon’be-moy recommend to thcmo(x]\lf/ifdoe u(}n Sach ’ﬂt%(

fures as he fhall judge ncccﬂary, and expedient: he may convenc them orfex-
traordinary occaﬁons, -Ibca.fc of difagreement between the twoAHoufcs, with

Tegard to the time of 2 adjournment, he may adjourn them to fuch time as he

“think proper : he fhall take care that the laws of the United States be duly and
fanhfully executed : he fhall commiflion all the officers of the United States ;

“and fhall appomt oﬂﬁess in all cafcs s 1ot ot otherw:fe Pruv:ded for bythis confhtu.

tion. He fhall receive Ambaffadors, and may correfpond with the Supreme
Executives of, the feveral States, ﬁc ﬂmll have power to grant repneves and
Pardons ‘buthis S el baz

T ef»an-}mpe&ehmem, He
fhall be /b?.mmander in Cl};cf of the Ar91y and. Na'}' of the United States, and
of-tgo-fevcsaf.ﬁa&es

'

tened €f

of the Militia v “He fhall at atcd times, receive for his
fcrvxccs, a compenfation, which fhall neither be encreafed nor diminifhed dur=
ing his continuance in office. Before he fhall enter on the duties of his de- "
partment, he fhall take the following Oath or Affirmation, ¢ I —— fo. -
[ lcmnly f\vear (orx; aﬂir ) /t 1 W’x‘l{fanhfully exccute thc Office of Prcﬁ-

K- Hie (areflitectsin. e U5 HoyStes, ¢ dent of thc “United Sthees’of” I{menca’/" He'l lbdlf bé rcmoveé&r ('lu{

' office on impeach ment by the Houfe of Reprefentatives, and conviétion in the | /7‘ !

Supreme Court, of trea fon, bribery, or corruption. In cafe of his removal

as aforefaid, death, refignation, or difability to difcharge the powers and du-

ties of his office, the Prefident of the Senate fhall exercife thofe powers and

duties until another Prefident of the United States be chofen, or until the

difability of the Prefident be removed.

e A | T
Jlie Jreeleecaas,
: / —7 Sect. 1. The Judicial Power of the United Statcs fha]l be veﬁed in one Su- «/; 250
' preme Court, and in fuch Inferior Courts as fhall, when neceffary, from time

to time, be conftituted by the Legiflature of the United States,

— Sect. 2. The Judges of the Supreme Court,and of the Inferior courts, fhall £,
hold their offices during good behaviour. They fhall, at ftated times, receive
for their fervices, a compenfation, which fhall not be dlmlmfhcd during thelr
/{ . ‘. continuance in office,
T coocotes /ﬂu canfte Citive flar baun r/ Judiil /- Tt
o Bt AR 7o [ Fatiny v atd Set?. 3.. The Juufd*étwn—ef—ﬂn&upfemeeemﬂmll extend to all cafcs az?‘

i ot ;Anﬁ' t“ made e fiia '“EMW—PWWM to all cafés af. .

bl of How Toitaet 1 Gt fe&mg Ambaffadors, other Public Minifters and Confuls; to the trial of im=
3 peachment
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%cm-/wv.-aﬁ,u peachments of Officers of the United States; to allcafes of Admiralty and Ma-
AA, I Sy = f,///, e ritime Jurifdition #to Controverﬁes between two or more States (except
L. Srats - )bctwcen 8 State and citizens of

/ = anothercgfé‘t'e, ngt'!;e'éh“cmEn:‘ o! iﬁg‘r t Sgées‘,“ il‘(f bcfv}(é/ﬁ”hp t?é: or
the citizens thereof and foreign States, citizens of fubje&ts. In cafes of Im-
peachment, cafes affe&ing Ambaﬂ'adors, other Publl Mlmﬁqrs 2 d Confuls,
and thofe in whlch a State thall be Ei'f‘t'ym 75 1
In aﬂ!tée other cafes 'ﬁefbiéﬁléﬁ?ﬁa ed e , with fuch excepti-
ons and under fuch regulations as the ‘chlﬂature fhall make, The Legiflature
may affign any part of the jurifdiction abovementioned (except the trial of the
Prefident of the United States) in the manner and under the limitations which
it fhall think proper, to fuch Inferior Courts as it ihall conftitute from time to

time.

. f(lmui){f;d’l d
W Ot oilirn 1o GArin e O cfln Sect. e The trial of all

avey flile (e e Fisal flince
lin f‘/‘cu‘ Srlace o frbaces aglfia
,((It/fnr‘...o n-a7 elieets

zexceptm cafes of lmpeAchmcnts)a--A il

fiiaty fhall bc in‘the State whcrc 05@‘ fhiall be committed ; and-that-be-byjury. ¥

Seét. 5. Judgment, in cafes of Impeachment, {hall not extend furcher than

97‘ ‘-“*-'/‘," of SBa it of Wrleas to removal from office, and difqualification to hold and enjoy any office of S/
A fover //x ale wat s /,.'/.(.m‘\ - honour, truft or profit under the United States, But the party convifted fhall
o ufuu mu;/ Hebcttww ov 1. neverthelefsfbe liable and fubjec to indi&ment, trial, judgment and punith-
1 n_/w-‘. flre fratite < /nl(f(), e | ment, according to law,

Zigeeces - ¥ troreams bbbty o Coidlils qusira LXF. g alet o fe Boest Edt4n a¥
i —7  No State fhall coin mdney,; nor gfant Tettcrs of marque and repri- @grcee’
borcdey v fea grvaset of dlli s Ato fal; nor enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation ; nor grant any title
o traif Y Y H g )
/;4/ 4\7 ﬁu‘—r a/ obllacad.. o en OfHObﬂ‘t)’-

/fﬁ,ln/;-(’ﬂuf Xlu‘

— DNo State, wnhout the confent of the Lcuﬂature of thc United States, fhall « 2f41<
. tef< > 5; lluig ﬁ

rfl?ecf; tr o’s',gr 1 |p/ 3fzvar in txmc of
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