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Offer of Transfer of Air Force Documentation 

The Archivist of the United States Ace "Mo' "JM €) 

National Archives and Records Service .... n · fi 1\l• .;::,) 7 5 • 2 O Q) 
General Services Administration ·~­
Washington, DC 20408 

1. Pursuant to the provisions of Federal Property Management 
Regulations 101-11.411-3, the Department of the Air Force 
offers for direct transfer to the National Archives, the 
following collection: 

a. Approximately thirty-seven (37) cubic feet of docu­
mentation consisting of case files on unidentified flying 
objects {UFO) covering the period Jun 1947 - Dec 1969. 
Arranged chronologically by date of UFO sightings. This 
function has been known as Project Sign, Project Grudge, and 
Project Blue Book. · 

b. Documentation was created and acquired by the Aerial 
Phenomena Branch, Foreign Technology Division {FTD), Air 
Force System Command (AFSC). During the period 1951-1961, 
FTD was designated the Aerospace Technical Intelligence 
Center under Assistant Chief of Staff Intelligence (ACS/I) , 
Hq USAF. Prior to that it was the Intelligence Department 
of Air Material Command. 

c. The UFO function at FTD was cancelled Dec 1969 by 
the Secretary of the Air Force. 

2. During the study of UFO activity, in order to obtain 
candor and cooperation from witnesses, the Air Force assured 
them that their names would not be publicly disclosed. 
Therefore, we recoITu.uend appropriate deletions of the follow­
ing identifying data be made before permitting public 
access to these records: 

a. Names of witnesses and.other data which would iden­
tify the witness. 

b. Those portions of investigating reports rega-rding 
the individuals who reported sightings, such as: · 

Un<k>w>it' rou' CouMy's M ~ ~ - B19 U.S. Savings Bonds -~1.~ 
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(1) Conclusions of the investigator. 

(2) Confidential sources of information, i.e., 
credit bureau reports, neighbors, etc. 

(3) Investigative techniques. 

3. We believe this material to be of such historical value 
to' warrant its continued preservation by the U. S. Government. 

1'~~4#. -
HERB.ERT G. ~hief 
Documentation Systems Division 
Directorate of Administration 
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May 2s, 1975 

Lee R. Johnson 

Accession of Air Force UFO sightings 
NN-375-209 

Director, Records Appraisal Staff - NNA 

I 

These records are located at the Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center, 

Air University, Maxwell Air Force Base, Montgomer~y, Alabama. 

I have discussed the offer with Bob Bolton and with William Cunliffe, who has 

surveyed other records at Maxwell Air Force Base. 

The amount of material does not seem excessive given the time span covered, and 

I believe that the records would be of great interest to researchers-particularly 

to social and cultural historians. My main concern is with the restrictions 

proposede 

I discussed "public access" provisions of the offer on May 27 with Mr. Bielek 

of the Documentation Systems Division. 2bl relates to "conclusions" about the 

UFO witness, 2b2 relates to 11 sources of information" about the UFO witness, and 

· *' 2b3 relates to "techniques" to establish the reliability of the witness or. 

the information given by the witness. It is impossible, of course, to know 

without direct examination of the records how difficib.lt it will be to segregate 

the 2b information from other information in the files. 

There are at least three alternatives available in handling this offer. We 

could have a sample sent to the Archives Building in order to establish the 

nature and degree of interspersion of restricted information. We could have 

William Cunliffe view the records when he completes his survey of records at 

Maxwell Air Force Base. Or we could waive a formal appraisal and bring all 
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of the records in directly. The first two alternatives are attractive, but 

both would postpone what I believe would most likely be our final decision 

anyway. 

I recommend that the formal appraisal procedure be waived and with the con-

currence of the Director, Military Archives Division, the records be 

accessioned. 

Appraiser:,,,____,,,,__,,,...,,...~~~~~~~ 
Lee R. Johnson 

Action on Appraiser's Recommendation 

( ) Approved ( ) Disapproved:,,..,.... _ _,,,,,__,,,,..,...~.....,_--­
Meyer H. Fishbein 
Director 
Records Appraisal Staff 

Date 

Date 

( ) Approved ( ) Disapproved:_,,..,..,.,--.,,.....,~..,,,-~.....,_~-
MAbel E. Deutrich Date 
Director 
Military Archives Division 

Comments: 
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JIPPRAIS.AL REPORT ON TRANSFER OFFER 

Job No. NN-375-209 June 19, 1975 

Custodian: Department of the Air Force 
A;Lr University (Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama) 

Location of Depository: Records have been shipped to the National .A:!;'chives 
Building and are presently located in 13~1. 

Persons with whom to confer: Jim Eastman, Chief of Research 

or 

Albert F. Simpson Historical Archives . 
Air University, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. 
(Phone: (205) 293-7324) 

Lee R. Johnson, ~A 
(Phone: .code 13, Ext. 23262) 

(1) Identification of Records: 

Documentation of the Air Fo~ce 1 s UFO PrograJ]l covering the years 1947~1969 and 
referred to as Project Sign, Project Grudge, and Project Blue Book8 

(a) Case files (Sighting reports)· 

. Consist of c9rrespondence, .memoranda, narrative reports, i~vestigative 
reports, questionnaires, maps, charts, graphs, indexes, ~ews releases, newspaper 
clippings, photographs, audio-tapes, motion picture film, and a small 'numper of· 
11physical specimens. 11 In chronological.order. (Cases are grouped together in 
folders covering a specific time period.) · 

(b) Project files: 

Consist of corresp9ndence, memor~da, plans, briefing material, 
congressional hearing reports, staff studies, status reports, articles, 
transcripts of staff interviews, guides for 11follow-up 11 investigations, media . 
presentation material, aids for identifying aerial objects, newspaper clippings, 
and photographs. Not systematically arranged. 

(c) +wo reels of 16mm filmo These are separate television documentary 
films. According to Jim Eastman, the films include clips turned over by 
observers to the Air Force. A large nuni.ber of .these clips, no doubt, duplicate 
material found in the case files. 

(2) Est:i.Inated Volume: 

(a) 37 cubic feeto (b) 2 cubic feeto (c) Less than l cubic footo · 

(3) Findin~ Aids: 

The Project· files contain a.set of xeroxed index sheets which.list for each UFO 
sighting a date. a location the observer, and an 11 evaluation. 11 The originals of 

' ' ' ' these sheets can be found in each Case file foldero 
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(4) Interspersion
1

of Valueless Material: 

None. 

(5) Condition: 

Textual records are in good conditiono The quality of audio-tapes and motion 
picture film has not been deter.mined. 

( 6) Frequency ·and Nature of Use: 
. . . ' . 

The records will be of interest to social, cultural, and military historians •. 
The records ·are of co;nsiderable . interest to a large number of UFO enthusiasts, 
some of whom are serious researchers, some of whom probably are not. Jim Eastman 
told me that'J. lUlen Hynek~ Chair.man of the Astronomy Department of Northwestern 
University andscientif1c consultant to P'roject Blue Book, has expressed an 
interest in using these records for continued research. NNA has already received 
one FOI request for these records and WilliaI!l Cunliffe reported that a group of 
researchers has already visited the Archives, seeking information from these filese 

(7) Restrictions oh Use: 

The Air Force attempted to establish the credibility of UFO witnesses through 
background investigationso A typical form used in these investigations included 
the following: 11Comments of interrogator re+~tive to intelligence a~d character 
of observer(s) (Check neighbors, police depto, FBI records, employer, etc.). 11 

A large percentage of the case studies contain no information of this· sort 
because no background investigation was carried out. However, some cases do 
contain conclusions which would certainly prove embarrassing to i:;he obl$server(s). 
For e:xample, one observE?r described as having 11limited intelligence and. 
powers of observation ••• he has a strong desire for attention and publicity, and 
it is probable this desire has led him into e:x:a.ggeration. n The disclosure of 
such conclusions would certainly constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy and should be restricted under the 6th exemption of the Freedom of 
Information Act. The Air.Force has also requested that the names of witnesses 
not be publicly disclosed. (See enclosed letter of offero) 

(8) Evaluation: 

As the military agency charged with the air defense of the country, the Air 
Force began its UFO Program in 1947 after the sensational accounts of the 
appearance of 11flying saucers" near Mount Rainer in Washington State. 
Originally all reports were sent routinely by the Air Force to Wright Field 
(now Wright-Patte~son AFB). In December of 1947 Project Sign was established. 
Its 11main purpose, 11 according to David Jacobs, who has just completed a study of 
the controversy over the Air Force's handling of the.UFO·Program, was "to deter.mine 
whether UFO's were a threat to the national security. 11 (Much of the information 
which follows is based on a reading of Jacobs~-: book. . Jim Eastman· told me thlit 
he was in agreement with most of Jacobs' conclusions.) 

One year later the name of the project was changed to Project Grudge, and in 
1952 the code name was changed to Project Blue Book and the formal title to 
Aerial Phenomenon Groupe Through all the name changes, the records were 
maintained at Wright-Patterson AFBo 
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The Air Force UFO Program, except for a short period after the establishm$nt 
of Project Blue Book, was hampered not only by limited funds and :qianpower, but 
also by a public relations approach which was based on the belief, fo~tered 
principally by the CIA, that for reasons of national security the number of 
UFO reports should be reduced. to avoid public hysteria and the under-mining 
of public confidence in the military. Therefore the Program often bec1:µne more 
concerned.with debunking UFO reports than systematically.studying them. Until 
the termination of Air Force contrQl of the UFO Program, no information was 
released to the public which could not be identified positively as a hoax.or 
misidentification. This approach natura11Y bred distrust, particularly among 
those groups that believed in th$ existence of extraterrestrial flying saucers. 
They believed that the Air Force, was deliberately hiding spectacular information. 

'· 
The Air Force wasn 1t--at least these files.containnittle more than routine 
reports on the sightings during the period. The more spectacular sighting . 
reports in the files were regularly reported in the newspapers. Nonetheless, 
the evaluation section on these cases is often marked nunidentified 11 or 
"insufficient data 11 and such cases will be of particular interest to researchers. 

The case files contain narrative material on the individual sightings which is 
often quite detailede Also, the Case files provide evidence of the Air Force 1s 
report investigation and identification procedures~ 

The Project files provide evidence of the Air Force's approach to the Program. 
Unfortunately these files are not complete. There is probably no way to establish 
whether all of the files were shipped from Wright-Patte~son AFB to Maxwell AFB. 
And, accordirig to a June 1956 memo in the Project files, ·"records disposition 
was undoubtedly taken many times. since 1947. 11 No doubt addi t±onal disposition 
took place between 1956 and 1969. Finally, since there was some public access 

·to these files both at Wright-Patterson 4FJ3 and at Maxwell AFB, it is possibl~ 
that additional doc'?111entation is missing. 

The restrictions requested may prove to somewhat cumbersome, as investigatory 
material compiled on UFO observerf] is often included on the same form as narrative 
reports on the sighting. However, as stated a~ove, many of the reports contain 
no such investigatory data. To be candid, the restriction on names seems to be 
excessive given the· fact that many of these names appeared in the pages of daily 
newspapers and g~ven the additional fact that many of these names baVe been 
released already, probably unwittingly, while in Air Force custody. 

(9) Recommendations: 

Despite ~estrictions, these records should be transferred to the National 
Archives. +hese records provide documentation relating to a unique and baffling 
phenomenon and how one agency chose to approach it. While I am not totally 
convinceg that all of the records in item (a) should be. considered as permanently 
valuable, given the uniqu$ background of these records and the.demand on the 
part of u.Se~s to see them, I believe that it would be unwise not to accession· 
them. (See, however, comments below) 

Appraiser:'L fl.~ lo-iq-1;;-
, Lee R. John Date · 

' l 
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Action on Appraiser's Recormnendations: 

:(~proved ( ) Disapproved :~~~~:;,..---~';!:.~~~(;'J:.~:s::...-­
y; r H. Fishbein 

Director 
Records Appraisal Staff 

(~Approved ( ) Disapproved: 121 td>d..., f, 11.u,,~J 
Mabel E. Deutrich 
Director 

·1itary Archives Division 

("1A.ppr~ved ( ) Disapproved: Cl CJv.()· 
es W. Moore 

rector 
Audiovisual Archives Division 

Comments: 

tfao/7cf 
Date ' 

J-• Da-Ge 

The records should be deposited in the Military Archives Division with item (c) 
records and other audiovisual records contained in items (a) and (b) to be 
transferred to the Audiovisual Archives Division. 

Item (a) 
possible 

records should be reviewed for internal 
that partial destruction could be effec 

--t- rL. 
Lee R. 

disposal in·20 years. It is 
d at that time. 

Date 
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.ALLOCATION REPORT 

Accession Job No. NN-375-209 

These records should be allocated to Record Group 34l, Records of 
Headquarters United States Air Force, and deposited in the Military 
Archives Division. 

~proved· 

J ~ Appraiser:~ R. ~ 
· Lee R. JohnsbJh. -

• 
( ) Disapproved: ~,,u .. <8-~~ · 

eyer H. Fishbein 
Director 
Record~ Appraisal Staff 

(0 Approved ( ) Disapproved: 'Jn aJd.1 l, LP.ec~ 
Mabel Eo Deutrich 
Director 
Military Archives Division 

Comments: 

Date 

~~J-
Date 

Datfu 7 

The Air Force UFO Program was under Headquarter 1s control about half the 
.time of existence, under Command control abou~ half the timee If the 
records were allocated to ~cord Group 342, Records.of United States Air 
Forc.e C0mmands, Activities, and Organizations, they would transferred 
to WNRC and deposited in the General Archives Division. I don 1t believe 
transferring the records from the National Archives Building would be 
appropriate given the controversy over the records and the consequent heavy 
reference use anticipatedo 

~VL·:~ 
Lee R. Johnsoo:' Date 
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
NATIONAL ARCHl.VES A.MD RECORDS SERVICES 

INTRA.SERVICE ~MEMO RAM.DU~. AND :EtU:~ORSEMENT _!_oF-1.PAGES 

SUBJECT OR TRANSACTION 

Access to Re~ords of Pro.iect Blue Book 
FROM TO D AT E AN D ME S S A G.E 

NNMP ND August 26. 1975. . For your information I am attachina: conies of three 

letters (and one al-a~ reply) recentlv received in NNMt.f from individuals 
~- - - <, '. • I'" 

anxious tQ examine the records of Project Blue Book and a little nerturbed 

about re.strictions on the records: a letter from Mr. GeiG:er of the Deuart-

ment of the Air Force outlining its nosition on restrictions on these files: 

and Frank Hetroner' s renort on the back&?round. nature. and content of the 

files and the results of NNMP's exneriment in sanitizin&? four out of 141 

archives boxes of Project Blue Book records. 

~fter discussing the entire matter. Bob Wolfe. Frank Hennner. Charles 

Shan.chnessv. and I are anreed on the followina: noints. 
-·-·-·' 

l. Althoudl we could. we should not send the records back to the Air Force. 

Whatever their long-term historical significance, the case files comprising. 

Project Blue Book have been well Publicized. The UFO buff's are enthusiastic -- .. --· ·..:: ;:- •.-, - ; 

niimerous. vociferous. and verv unhannv and suspicious with the Air Force's 

tiandlintz of the entire nrio.iect from its ince"Ption. Thus far. NARS has not 

necome a tar&?et for their unhanntness and susnicion. but this could easilv 
~.u' . .. .·~. 

occur. esneciallv if it annears that NARS is involved in the 11consniracy" 

~n withhold information from these records. 

". The nroblem of access is not NARS I alone. The Air Force is at least as 

neenlir :involved. Their heln should be solicited without any hesitation on 

MARS nart. We should not formallv accession the records until we have 

received some firm promise of help in this matter. We are more likely to 



FRCM TO Q A T_E A N D MESSAGE (Continuation) 

get Air .. Force_help now than.at__a .l?-ter time--another reason for not sendinl? 

the records back. _to_ the Air .. Fo;rce. 

3 ! We shou1d move ~t. once to'l:m:r.d:? making the records available :f'or public 

examinatio!l,.-,and w~ shQuJ._d I.lOt;j.fy _a:U coricerned. of our intentions. Perhaps 

a. form .letter could be devi.sed, for, r,efel;'ence requests. 

-· 

4 .. ¥le should open all the files as soon as we have made copies of the 
': ·'· : 

.do.cuments. with .the names o:f .observers and other restricted data deleted. 

Frank Heppner's report ~pells out the details and costs of this task. 
-. ' ... 

- - ' - ,, -· -" ~ -· .c ' -~ ' ·-. 

5. We should then microfilm the entire series. It will probably sell well, 

.cut down the NNMP.ref~ren.c~ .. load, and, within limits, satisfy the UFO buffs. 

6. The screening and related work should be done in NNMP under Mr. Heppner' s 

direction._ The Air_ Force should be asked for and should provide manpower 

.to hel'P in the_ screening oi .the files •. _ The records sho.uld not be sent back 

_to the Air Force to be wo;i:-ked on. 

- '· 

7 ... NATT should. p_rovide NNMP wi.th the services of a :full time copier and 

machine to turn oµt the el~ct:rostati_~ copies o:f the files. NNMP does not 
- ~ ' . 

have.access to any reproduction machine except on a part time catch-as-cater-. - - '·~· 

.can b~sis_ wJ;iich proyed most unsatisfactory in the four-box test. 

8. ~ Dilrfrut tn~ -coui-se 6:f- the :screening, NNMM should screen small numbers 

of files in response to specific requests from the public. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FURTHER CONTINUATION - If a series of messages on one subject requires mo,.,. than one page, front .and back, continue 
it on additional sheets, consecutively numbere1,.- '',jtrange all such sheets with page one on top and stE1 --:;;hem together. Begin a new series for 
messages written after a different type of docu1, is added to the dossier. \ _,,,}' 



•"'" .......... 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION PAGE 

HATIOHAL ARCHl.VES AND RECORDS SERVICES 
. 

IHTRASERVICE MEMORANDUM AND EMDORSEMEHT _oF_PAGES 

SUBJECT OR TRANSACTION 

FROM TO D ATE AND MESSAGE 

19. The cost in man-hours and money to make copies of the entire file and 

to delete names will be great. We assume there will be appeals by research-

ers against our decision to delete the names. Although we believe that the 

restrictions are in conformance with the Privacy Act of 1974, none of us 

feels informed enou~h about the FOI and the Privacy Acts to venture a pre-

diction as to the outcome of any such appeal. Can someone help us? A 

request to the GSA Office of Legal Counsel will probably arrive too late 

to be of any value in deciding whether to undertake the screening. 

. 
~ ...... __ ../'\.!::. :..---- ' u ~ 

~ GARRY D. RYAN 
Chief 
Military Projects Branch 
Military Archives Division 

Attachments 

(Over) FORM GS.A AUG 67 6702 



FROM TO DAT E AND MESSAGE (Continuation) 

c - _- .. ' 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FURTHER CONTINUATION• If a series of messages on one subject requires m~re than one page, front and back, continue 
it on additional sheets, consecutiv.,ly numbuer 'j\rrang_e all such sheets with page one on top and st(~them together. Begin a new series for 
mes11&ges written after a different type of docil-.... is added to the dossier. \ J 

-- --------~·------



GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
NATIONAL ARCHl.VES AND RECORDS SERVICES 

-~~- ---- -- ---~--

I NTRASERVI CE MEMORANDUM AND ENDORSEMENT 

PAGE' 

(j\ oFl3' PAGES 

SUBJECT OR TRANSACTION 

FROM 

FJH 

Time study of Project BLUE BOOK case files 
TO PATE AND MESSAGE 

GDR August_25,. 1975~ In offering to the National Archives the records of its 
- -- -. ''" - . " - -- - .:. ~ -- - - ... -

studyof unidentified flying objects, called Project BLUE BOOK, the Air 
-

For~~ asked that we withhold both the names of the observers of UFO's who 
-

furnished information to the Air Force and some of the informatiom'the::Air 
- - - .. ~ -·· -

Force gathered in its investigation of the observers. 
~ ... -... , ' - - . - The report form 

·­- .---

JYhich Qbservers of UFO's filled out tor the Air Force contained the state-.. 
_ment, "Yow;_ name will not be used in connection with any statements, 

' . •" I -· ~- -• 

- 4 • ... ;.,.. 

conqlusit?ns, or publica.tio~s wi_thout your permission". About half of the 
-- ::: .. . .. ... . . 

. _ca.s~_ files do not contain report forms signed by observers, but they 
-- .·. - - _ ... - -· - - - -- .. 

usualJ.y contain the name, address, and othe~ information a.bout the observer 

The Air Force believes that these observers were orally promisad the same 

_cgnf;de!ltia.lity. The Air Force now wishes to honor this promise although 
- -b -- - - ··~·- _.,-~ _,_ .·::: -·- -. ~ •• • ,,-·:: 

it permi~~~ ~stric~ed_public_examination of the case files while they 
•. 

c ~ . 

ye_re_~n the custody of' the Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center, 
.r.·~- < ;, • • •-• - - ' ,.._ • 

.. U,r Uni~rsi_t:y, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama, tram 1970 to 1974. The 
' ••• •, - - ~ - , - • • • ----~ ":' ·- _.., • ' • __ : f - f• - - - - - .. -- .. -- , - •.:c: - -. - -- - • ' ._. 

_fi!l.~s ~ere closed __ to the ,public shortly before they were offered to the 
·~•M• f" •' _''~ ... ~~-... ::~~;: ••,• 

The Air Force admits that it ma.de ari'error in releasin€ National Archives. 
,, 

.~he files and does not want to perpetuate that error • 
. - - ' "" ... . i' ... . -- . - .. _ _. .. , .. :;: ' - -- ... - . - . "'" -- --

- ·'' -- ~ .. ····:,_ - _.. ..... 

. 
·' 

The series of observers' reports consists of case files for each 
-~ ,. -· -- . . ...... " - - ' "'.:'. ·..:.' 

observation of a UFO. If several persons reported the same UFO, all the 
- ~ ~ - . ,. -

reports a.re in the same case file. The type of documentation in the case 
,. 

files var~es o~r lif~ ~f the proje~t from l947-~ J.969~-- .. In t~e early 

(Over) 

1: 



FRCl't1 TO D A·T E A N D M E s s A G E (Continuation) 
. " .· ·,: ·~ . ' -· " 

... 
~ - .. _, -

ye_ars · of,. the.pr,oject the Air Fgrce·had not developed_ a report.form f'or 
-- '·· - ·-. -- . . ... 

' ; ... . . . · .. r,., . ·-

~b.se~rs to use. Even a.f ter the report f'orm '.WaS adopted, manY case files 
.. 

-· -.. ·. . - . - .. ··- - _; ; ~ d - .. , .. .. ~ . . . .... J 

dig_!J.Ot contain the form but inste.ad contain a report made by an Air-FOrce 
.·. - .. ~ "'- '-" ... ·. ._, .. .. ... c . - . .. ·- ·- '" . ..: 

officer who interviewed the observer. These Air Force reports vary f'rom . 

telegraphic reports to lengthy Air :tntelligence Information :Reports. Almost 

all tho records con ta.in the name, age, sex, address, and telephone number 
.. .. . -· - ' . .., -·~.;~ ... ···: .. 

of' tp.e observer. Many of' the reports contain a. conclusion ma.de by the 
. ·. ·. .· , -~ 

~~~ .. - ' .. . ~ -- - ,.. -· ·r . - ···-· -.. .. ';.: :::"'. ~ .' ! • .. - " 

,AA:r;-_ ;irorce inve~ti~ting officer about. the reliabillty of' the observer: 
. 

........ -. - ~ .. . .. - -· ' .·.J:..: . . _.., _-_:-.c -' ~ . - . -· ~-- .,.. ..... '" . ·,- -~· 

These reliability reports va:ry from one ·word such as nunknown" or "good" 
·, .. .. . . -; .,._._ . .. . - ·- ,;_;;. w"""' 

.. .. 
j . ·. . . . . • .; .. .. :;:.· ~·_,- - - . 

- : ..,~ . - ... 

to f.ull investigatory reports of' in:f ormation obtained about the observer 
.;·~ .. ·. .. . . -· - :-.::.:.;.: Q .. -~ ... ' .. . .. "' .· ~ .,- . ~ ,, .. . ""- :: ~: .:.:"".:":::-"' - .. . .. .· . . -·-· - . .. -· 

from the FBI. local police, banks, credit bureaus, and neighbors. The 
.. .~. ~"' ~ .. ~ ·~ . <, .. . .. ... .-- - . ... . , ... - - -~ : .. . -:-·.· . .. -. ~ . . 

number of' full investigations appears to have been small. 
. ·- .. .. .. ' •' ~;. 

- . ,. 
.. • ~ r...., -·.-' . . -.. ~· ··- .. ,., - ~·-· - .. - - ,_ -. -· . . . . ,;-, ,. -. - -

. ... . ' .. 
' .. ·-. .. .. - .•. .. 

.. ., 
-~ ·- <;• .. .- -.. .. . - . . ... .~-.~ .. ._ -·- -- .. . 

- . ..... ·. ... : . - : .. .. ,. .... .. .. .. . ' - . .. .. -,- - . -- ... 
' 

-. . ·.~ :.. .. -
The number of' documents in each case file varies but probably averages 3 

., .-.. - , . 
~·· . .. - -- --.. ·- .. - ., - '-;· .. . _ .. _ -- --~--"'-.. 

or 4. The names of' the observers may appear once or many times in a 
'. _, .... -··- .. ... ---.. - --,,. .. A,.,,. . . ··-" 

. -. --
-., 

and document. In the report form filled out by the observer, the name 
-- - : . ~~ -: .. ... ....._, . " . .... - - •. - . ' ~ "' .. . . .. ·;; -- .. .. .. .. ; ,...; -~~ . . .. - .. .. 

·4 identi T"vina information about the observer appears in response to 
~- - .. ~ -. ,_,.,,.._, .. . ' -- ,. .. .. - .. ·' . - .. - .. j -- . -- .. ' -· .. -···· - :: :.- :.. c ~ ·- .. : :~ . -.... .. 
auestions. The telegraphic reports were ma.de in a prescribed :form and 

' ··~-~ 
. ~-.. : -- ' 

.. ·:.G ... ~ . .. ,. :_:.. :..:_ . - -. -.. . ' -· ·- - .- - -. 

contain the name of' the observer at a :particular place. In the other 
.. , 

··-· ,;-,~:: " -- .. .. - . ·. .. - ,_ .. - '• ; ~- - .. 

documents in the case files which include correspondence and narrative 
. -- .. .. •;, '· -:.. - __ ... , .. .. ... . . 

" 
., ... ··- '. -· .... ·- - l - "' 

renorts. the names of' the observers may appear anywhere and often appear 
·- .. ·- ;· .. : :;_ :'-' .. -- .. .... ... ' .. -.. -- ·- :·. . . .. .. ,• - -,, ... ~-' ., 

--- .. 
.. - -. .. -- -. 

ma.nv times. The conclusion of' the Air Force investigator a.bout the 
- . --- . ''• . _ ... ,._:,. .... : 

--~ 
.. --·- ·_...::- . . ~-~ 

" . -· ___ , 

"' .. -- .. -- - . - --~ - .:::~ ~··, ~I : ; 

relia.bilitv of' the observer usuallv appears at the end of' the report. 
-

" "i'·"tc. .. 
'~ ·- ---.--. .. --- ~ -""' .. -- _ ... -· ·- -. --,· - - . - · .. - ' -

-

· J.~~STRUqTIONS FOR FURTHER.CONTINU.19'JON- If a series of messages on one subject requires ~re than one page, front end hack, continue 
it. °-8 additio~al sheets, co~secutively numy.( \ AJ:enge all such shee~s w.ith page one on top end(. -~le them together. Begin a new series for 
me .. '.&Nree written after a different type of d ...1nt is added to the dossier. 

~ --- --.. --~---
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
HATIOMAL ARCHl.VES AND RECORDS SERVICES 

tNTRASER-Vl'C.E .t.uaMORANQUM::.AH~-·~HPOR$EMEtl(~T·~ . .. -~. 

PAGE' 

SUBJECT OR TRANSACTION 

FROM TO 

- ·- --

D A T E A N D M E S S A G f 
..... ·. - . .. .. 

The only way to make the BLUE BOOK case files available to the public 
~ ' • - ·- •• -! - - -- .... -

~thQ~t releasing the names and identifying information aboµt the - . ..... . - - - .- ·- ... ,,;._· .. · ··- .. 

~bse_~.J:"S. -~s to P,e]4te tha~ i~?rma.tion. The information 83;)pea.rs in so 

many-places vthat the research, value 9f the files would be destroyed if 
-'•.:--\.~~~-·--· . . '-'• -.,_ ... _. . . --:.. . -.·. -

whole ~~ges or 'Whole documents were removed from the files. The deletions 

have to be .. made .on copies of the documents in order to maiD;tain i!he in-

tegrity of the original records. 

In the .ti1Ile study .we .xero~ed -:the case files .. i~ ... 4 boxes and deleted the 

in;t'ormation to be ~thhel~ on thex~rox.copies_.. As the type of docu-
. - - . ·~ . 

mentatiQU in the case files v~i~s Qver the ye!U"s 19~7-69, s~le boxes 
. . " . ' -; 

were selected for.1951, !956, 19-91 and ~966. In order to minimize the 
' -·· . . --

-

time.spent a};.the xerox .. Jl!,8.chines, a,pchives technicians removed staples and 
·. - - '" .. - ' ".-. 

acco fasteners ,bef9re the ca.,se files were xeroxed and reassembled them 

_late~. Four.diff~rent ~chiv:lsts each reviewed a box and deleted the 
. ' . '•.• 

names and,_ other i?;tforma.tion_on the xerox copies by marking over it wi:bh 
... - " . ·--

black grease pencils. We, found th~t felt tip pens 1rould not completly 
.,_, --·' 

black out words. we .al'$\> tested an ~lectr~~ eraser, but found it to be a 

slower~method. We :tested_ for the possibility of a researcher erasing or 

scranin.o- off the 1irease "Pencil marks· but found that this on1v left an 

illetrl.ble.smudae. 'While it mii;fut be tiossible to remove 1'elle grease pencil 

marks bv soakintt the xerox copy in a solvent. a. researcher could not do 
;,.-

~ ~ ·. .. 

(Over) 



FROM TO . . D AT E AND M E S S. A G ~ . (Continuation) .. 

We tried to delete little 
r' 

as information as possible but still make it . .- ' - . - / impossibie_for a.researcher to use identifying informatio~ in the file 
. - .. - . ·~ _.;F . . · 

and ma.t<;":h i~ up.with informa.tipn ~rQm other sources to identify_ the 
. ~ - . 

·observer.. In .deletipg _tl:;i_is. information, the archivists had to read or 
.. " ... . -"~ -. 

skim through alJ,. the d_qcuments and make _j1::1:dgments ab.out identifying -. - -.. 
information tobe_de:t,eted. They also had to use their judgment in 

. - - .. .. . . .. - -
deleting some of the_conc.lusions of the Air.Force_ investigating officer 

-- .. .. . . - . -. . . 
a.bout.the reliability of the observers. We decided to eliminate 

.. -·- -- .. 

derop;ator:v remarks. _medical and financial information, and the names of - ... ,. .. - .. 

. persons. other than public officials such. as police officers, who 
" .. 

sunnlied information a.bout the .observers to th~ Air Force investigating . . - - - --
officers. . It .is necessa.ry to delete such information even·~ei; deleting 

. . ' .. . __ , ' . - .. 

the name of the observer because researchers may still be able to match 
'• . ... 

un these case.files with observers by comparing the information in the 
- - . .. -
case files ·with other sources such as newspaper reports. 

.. 

fl1he . A.veri:iae time ner archives box for ea.ch step of the o~ra.tion was as 
. - - .. 

f'ollows• 
- .. ,", ... - c 

., 

, . l!.r.ri:tn .-
"· "TJnT'k in nreni:i.,..ini:t the ca.se files for xeroxiniz A-nd .. .. " - '. 

. . - .. . 

.,..,,..,, "'8"'"1.b 1 ..; nu them 1 Ate,.. - ~ ho11,..s • 
- .. 

2. Xeroxing each box containing an average of 950 pages .. 6 hours. 
.. . . ~ .. - ' . ... 

3. Revieiof.ing the xerox copies and deleting information - 15 hours. 
. .. 

" . - .. - ·.:-. 
' . - " . 

According to the time study ea.ch box will require a.bout 11 hours of 

archives technician time a.nd 15 hours of archivist time. As there are 

137 more archives boxes of case files to be processed, the i'7hole project 

· ~STRU<;fIONS FOR FURTHER.CONTINU~l9N ·If a series of messages on one subject requires '!19.re than one page, front and back, continue 
il ~ additional sheets, consecutively nnmf[ ' .Arrange all such eheets 'With page one on top and{. ye them together. Begin a new series for 
me· ataiies written after a different type of d .Jnt is added to the dossier. . -
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PAGE. 

3 OF3 PAGES 

SUBJECT OR TRANSACTION 

FROM TO D .A T E A N D M E S S A G ~ 

,7ill take about 1500 hours of archives technician time, including 800 hours 

of xerox me.chine time, and about 2050 hours of archivist time. As the 

two xerox me.chines in this division already appear to be fully.utilized, 

the 800 xerox hours 1 would have to be on.some other me.chine. 

The-end product of a project to delete the nam'§'s of the observers would 

be ~·complete. xerox copy of the Project BLUE BOOK case files which;' could 

be ~de available. for public examination.*' As it appears that the 

reference demand :f'or these records will be high, the reference work on 

them could be decreased by microfilming the xerox copies. A microfilm· 

conv. would also_eliminate the possibility of a researcher removing the 

171"'Aase pencil mar~~. If the xerox c&pies are microfilmed, certain 
·'-

renroduction_ probleW? '7ill have to be overcome. Some of the original 

documents __ do not rP-nroduce well on xerox copies and would be completely 
N ' • ~"!' 0 .. • " ' • • 

ille"'ble on microfilm. These include many telegrams which a.re faint 

in. th"" .. oriainals. writina in lismt pencil and colored ink. and original 

, . - .. 

A,, .... : 

ts lfhich ~'r'f'll themselves renroductions. 

-. . 

-.P +ho 'W\'D '"" ;;, "l\T. Tt<:!ii' C'li\TT,V .~ ,_ 'l.ni-t1o this is not a. securitv 

. -. -
• • r 

.~d bv drawina a line through thd stamp and initialing and dating 

(Over) 

jl 



FRCM TO D A ·T E AND MESSAGE- (Continuation) 

.. -
I• the action. The records . have_ all been declassified by the Air F6rce but 

" .. 
the Ji'OUO StaJIID ap:pe~rs .on a.small percentage of the documents. This 

.. . . 

action could be taken by the archivists ·when they review the files without 
... 

adding significantly to the review time. 

. 

. .. .. 
.. .. 

The accession inventory that will com;plete the transfer of these records 
.. 

" ... - .. .. 

to.the NationalArchi~s nas not yet been signed. It has to contain a 
.. .. . .. .. .. ' . .. 

restttction statement, and_ the . Air Force is insisting that we agree to 
.. .. - .. .... .. .. .. . 

observe .its restri.ctions. If' we accession the records with the desired 
.. '. - ' . - " 

~;::'! 

restr;ictions.and.'W+.~h the intention of opening them to the public, we 
... -· ., .. ·. .. ·' ' .. -· 

idll have. to undertake a. project such as the one described above. 
.... '' .. ... .. . . ' " ... 

; - .·,. . . 
. - .. - . .. .. . . ' 
r.- - ~ 'rt-L €7.z; I-#;-~ .. - --">(! ...... - ·" 

- I/ - " ,,. .. .... "' . " " . ' 

FRANCIS J-.' HEPPNER 
.. . .. .. .. - . ... ·-· . .-. . 

Assistant.Chief 
~ ~ -~ . .. - '·. ~ - .. ... .. . 

-Milit~.rv.Projects Branc~ 
. . .. .. - - .. .. ~ ·- .. " .. 

Militarv Archives Division 

.. 
.. .. 

.. .. 
'. .. . . ·~. - .. ·~ . ~ ~ .. .. .. - ' .. ·' ' - -. 

.. . . . ' - ,_ ..... .. 

•· ..... . . .. .. .. .. .. 

· ~SI'RUCTIONS FOR FURTHER CONTINUA'l'..IPN - If a series of messages on one subject requires more then one page, front and back continue 
it ~n additio~al sheet., co!'secutively numb(' \ AJ:ange all such shee~s with psge one on top and(- ·,le them together, Begin a new ~cries for 
me _,.;;:~ges l'll'Jtten after a different type of dri.. 'nt 111 added to the dossier. ). - --

... ~-, ~·--- - -----~---· 



SEP 4 1975·· .... 

Vr. ~n11!J7 L. hllt 
Aotinfi Aiet .. . . 
()ftiee ·•r A:ill' J'Q:rce Hi~tory 

. c1orr.&1it~ ·Bt,tUding · · 
. washiligti)n, ·»e. 20314 

l)ear·stant 

.\·. 

~Et. ~~en:; ()f· the Air l'Qroe .l'e«entlf traD&l.f-rtd :te.. the 14111~ 
Arolti:v-es »i:vist~n the, re•ris ot' its study of .li'O.id.entlt~ ~­
obJe~ta, he3Eict Blue J3ook. At the etlltft! thne, we were requested tO 
withhold the names of the Qb:aevel"& or 'fJlJ'G•11 l-1110 ~$he4 ~t:ton 
to th• Air t~e as well as Some of the Wormation. the Ai~ If~e·-· 
gathered. in its investigation, of the Cbsertre;t::"& themselves ... We asree 
that these rest:t-ictiona ere in C()nform1uu:e with tne Prl.vaey A.et of'· 
l.971> wbieh goes into e~ect in a tw \J'uka~ . 

We etl!e .. a.aUy recej."t1ing let~• or p~ _(!l).lls tr• ~· butftJ., a$king 
us td ~ the :ii:teords .available fC!' ~ation • tb$Y ~ a~ ·tbe 
Air Univei'-:d.ty e,t ~eU Ai:f: ~rqe Dase~ 1910 untp. v~ l'E!C1mtlN. 
BefQl"G we &> so,...:we believe .that the .nwnea ef ~bservea e::rui the $thE'!r 
personal. :lnveafd,ge.tiw . m~'t~ • .uia \>e dtlete(.. . lo (lo. this and• not 
matUe:te the reaoitd$t. '4t; h•ve 4e-·tded tiui~ We t>tUl ha'Ve to.~ elec• 
tl..G•tati~ ·copies of all ~ re~.Ol'ds eCiilprif!~ ~4e~t. Blue ~ illl<l 
to san!til~e tbese copit;ts l>Y del.eti.,ng the restricted ~t:ton. !b,eae 
copies woul4. t~n be. usadf<>t ref~ee .. ~urp0ao. In order- to· arrive . 
at an e.stlmate ot the l:lumb~ of: man-liQur11 tJf wo~Jt, ·required to. a~ish 
this, wtt-ran· a •ample t~st'~ di~~ove~a::~bat ·ii~ ~k~ abOut 2~000 
nwn.;.bo.urs to ocreen all the :f.ues· ~nd at;.Qt~~.1~!$00 man ... ~a to Pl'epare 
t.he eieetrostat:fo . eopies. · · · · · ·· .· · · · 

Unt&rtuna:iiely, we do ~t MT& tht;; 'man;p()Wer ava.Uab.J.e to scn ... een t~ . 
reeorCUI. Wee _tire prepared to furn:J;sh the .~we'.!'.' fol:' ~ · ~paratiGn 
0£ tpe elao~o~tatie ~pil!lfs .ai1-4 to ~ve1; '~;& ~. of'·t~ ~i•ct:roatatle 
copies, tt tb:e Au Jlel'ce' wtµ ~ish _u,s with~ .. ;tn the: f.qrm.ot 
r$serve om,.-s to do tlte soreeit!ng" We think J?5 to·~ offieers 
on -two""Wee& to\lra of duty or ao.me- ~uival.ent help ean dO the jbb~ 



Working tggether a.na quiekJ.y we e.e.n r111ppen thes<;.!I reci:>.rda · in . the near . 
future, sa.ving ·the .Air Force and ourselv~s ~ ~1hat ·eouid easily .· 
(and soon) develbp into a rather unpl.easant situation. . ~ · 

· Sincerely, 

.. 15~~ 
JAMES·· l. o •mcm 
Acting Arelli vi st 
of the United States 

.. / cc: 
Official !File - NNMP <. . 

Reading File - . NNMP 
N 

~GDRyan/djb/9-2-75/X2.3445 

. · .· .· .. ~~. NN~N. __ _ 

I 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20314 

Received NJ\~M 

SEf> 2 2 \~J.§j 

Dr. James E. O'Neill 
Acting Archivist of the 

United States 

September 19, 1975 

National Archives and Records Service 
General Services Administratiqn 
Washington, D. C. 20408 

Dear Jim 

Please excuse the delay in my response to your 4 September 1975 
letter concerning help in screening the Project Blue Book col­
lection. As I told you during our telephone conversation, I have 
discussed the matter with Major General Guy E. Hairston, Director, 
Office of Information (SAF/OI), and we are agreed that the matter 
should be resolved as expeditiously as possible. 

SAFI OI is now investigating several possible ways to secure the 
necessary manpower. Within the next few days, Captain Arnold 
Gebler will. contact :pr. Ryan and I trust we can proceed with the 
work at hand. Thank you for your patience. I know you are as 
interested as we in getting the records in condition for release 
to the public. 

Best regards. 

Sincerely~ 

~ 
STANLEY L. FALK 
Chief Historian 
Acting Chief 
Office of Air Force History 
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HATIOHAL ARCHl.VES AND RECORDS SERVICES 

I NTRASERVICE MEMORANDUM AHD ENDORSEMENT 

SUBJECT OR TRANSACTl.ON. ·-, •. _ .-·; ..... , • :--· _,.,_ .. ,.,, ,_ 

Prq,ject BLUE BOOK xeroxing "'ana screening; · · 
-· .,. ·--- ~ _.,. -__ ..,._,. 

" 

FROM TO D A T.E A.JLD M,E SS.A. G.f ... ---· 

FJH GDR - October 8, 1975. In response to Dr. O'Neill's letter of September 4 

to se),'.l(i us 4 ~ersons for 3 monthSto screen BLUE BOOK case files. At the .. -.;·: ' • . .. ... - • ·. -~- ,,, .. -..;-1· :·:· ·---...-,~. ~.; 

The Air Force cannqt giVe 

7 \l.S a.,-~~te .:when th~ first gro'!W will be_ i:;ent .but Willf\~ve us advance - I 

.:riotice of on~, 1\l'e~k •. .. 
.... ..,. ·- . 

. In prepar5!-i;ion _for. _th~LAi.:r fOrGe _sc~ene:i;-s, we n~ed to have some xerox 
. , .; 

xeroxing program to keep ahead of them. According to our time studv • 

. tJ;ie .. !J. _Air Force, screeners will be ab le to review from 11 to 15 boxes uer 

j\.t .th~ maximurp.,.ra:te of .15 poxe_f!. per week, t?Jle .. 4 .. A.i.r Force screeners 

,._ c,oul,Cl.. compl:e~- their 'Wc,?!'k_ i!l __ 10. :weeks. 
- . " . ~ ,• --

j •. ·' .. 
.. As t.be 4 Ai~ .. fo;r9~ _sc;re~ners will review 15 boxes per iv-eek or 3 boxes 

p~r. d~y, 1v~ _muf?:t ~eep ahead of them by xeroxing at the same rate. If the 
-- ·•• :· '.. ' •• ,,., .......... ,: - • f. • ... -."-'" ", " .-.:.:_ 

Air Force acreeners do not arrive for several months. we could build un 

_ ~ reserve ~_tl:~Pl~ of xeroxed case files at ~-slower rate, but we cannot 

count of this delay. The Air Force .can P:ive us the one week advance 
, .. ~. ';,.n. ,•,.• '"'·•"' _.,. ,,,., ,,. -'-''-' ,,., -, ... ~ ,::;;, .~ .. "· 

notice at ~~y time. 
- ~ ·',,. .. " 

'.> '. -· •• ' \,,•· ".~ "·:>'-" 
" •. 

·-•. ~--.: .. ·"'t_·· 
"·"'- .I 

(Over) 



FROM TO 0 A T E A N 0 M E S S A G E (Continuation) 

The immediate _p:l,"oblem is how to xerox daily} goxes_ of BL'QE.J~09K _ c~se_ 
. ~ ·: . . .. 

files each averaging 950 pages. Ou.:b time study showed that an archives 

ai~ techJ:lician ca,n. xerox ~ box in 5 to 6 hours. If we had access to 2 

xe_rox copiers __ fo~ 5 ~o ()_ hours per _da~, we ___ c~uld l!Se ~--()f .. our_ sta.f'_f -~o 

proguce __ 2 bo:l!=es ~f xeroxed case file_s __ per _a~y. _ _ __ 

. ·-, ---
The third box might be ~eroxed b the photolab. . Accordin to Robert 

..::..-:. 

Fisher in NATA which does the p_b..otolab xeroxing there is onl one 
. ·,' 

xerox co ier in the lab and it is used mainl At 

resent there is slack time on that co ier and some of our co could 
,_ ·- .. ~· ";.~ -:· -. -- ··- .. 

be done there. We have .no assurance that NATA could xerox one box er 

da for 10 weeks. 
,: ... -

' . ~. . -~· .... ....._. '· .. ' 

NNMP .. now is .usin the .xerox co ier in 8w,..2 for 2 to 4 hours to 

co less __ than a box is not eno h. What we need for the 

next 10 weeks are• 

1. use of 2 xerox co iers for 6 hours each 

2 lloc tion of 12 hours 
' ' . ' . .. - .,_.'. .... . -, ~. ·, 

time now 

e the 

:: ·.· .... : . 

·. ~ -

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FURTHER CONTINU.AT'ON -.If a series of messages on one subject requires ,... ... re than one page, front and beck, continue 
't it on additional sheets, consecutively numb Arrange all such sheets with page one on top and ~ e them together. Begin a new series for 

·.messages •itten afters different type of d nt ie added to.the doesier, 

"'~-=,.·_-__ .,,__ ______ ~---~----· - --------------------~-
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NATIONAL ARCHl.VES AHD RECORDS SERVICES 

INTRASERVICE MEMORANDUM AHD ENDORSEMENT _oF_PAGES 

SUBJECT OR TRANSACTION 

I 

FRCfl.1 TO D ATE AND M E S S A G f 

I propose that space in the Ainsworth Room be set aside for the Air 

Force staff'. 

JF'~~, -Qf-0~1- . .:.-
FRANCIS J. HEPPNER 
Assistant Chief' 
?p'iJ.:i.tary Projects Branch 
Military Archives Division 

-

(Ovet") 

I' 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FURTHER CONTINU.A'.""~ON - If a series of messeges on one subject requires,,,__,re than one page, front and back, continue 
it on additional sheets, consecutively numbu Arrange all such sheets with page one on top and( 'le them together. Begin a new series for 
-message• written after a different type of do , nt i11 added to the dossier. -~ 



~ . UNITED. STATES OF AMERICA ~ 
G'f::NERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRAT'ION 

oATE: November 19, 1975 National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, DC . 20408 

REPLY TO 
ATTN oF: Francis J. Heppner 

susJEcT: Air Force legal opinion· on BLUE BOOK deletions 

Ai'ter Maj. Bruce Mcearthy, 1fho is in charge of t@e Air Force. officers 

reviewing the BLUE BOOK sighting files, raised questions about deleting 

certain categories 01' names from the xerox copies of the sighting files, 

he c_alled Lt.. Col. Johnson (OX 3 ... 5750) for an opinion. . Col. Johnson is 
. 

·the legal officer in Air Force JAG who had been designated by Capt. Gebler, 

USAF/SAFOI as the contact .on BLUE.BOOK legal matters. col. Johnson made 

certain decisions about the categories of' names which should be deleted 

by Major McCarthy's group. I also called Col. Johnson and received the 

same.information given earlier to Major McCarthy. 

Col. Johnson said that the names .of' persons in. the following categories 

who made UFO sighting. reports should ·no't1 be deleted: 

1. Military personnel who made reports in the line of' duty. 

2.·· Civilian employees· of Federal, Sta~e, and local governments who made 

reports in the line of duty, 

3~ Ground Observer Corps (Goe-) personnel who made reports while acting in 

their capacity as volunt~er ~~ watchers for the Air Force. 

\. ~ ~ -. 

coI: Johnson said that military personnel and government employees who made 

reports of UFO sightings in the line oi' duty are accountable for their 

.statements. They were making reports oi' factual matters, and these reports 

are in the public domain. Only the ·names of' private citizens not in military 

Keep Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 
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service and not connected with Federal, State, or local governments should 

be deleted. 

Col. Johnson said that the names of persons ·who made negative reports 

should also be deleted or left on record in accordance with the above 
~.!~~::-.:::~ :-.{: ._}c: c:.':::7-;:;)~:ij :;_:) ;:s;,,·_:e;·; ~· .. "'-:·.; :.1·.·-~::~~-:-is •. fo~.:· l>:_--:-_c:::: :r :::·· :Jr•r: 

rules,' Negative reports were received from persons such as i~adar operators"·"·· 

and Afr ;~r~~'pir~is·1~l10 ·were ~sked b~-'iJ~· 1 For~~~·:i~~~~ti-~at~;~ -if. ·\h~~:,-; 

t'; ~;-; ~. , . ·-~ 
persons ma.de nega.ti ve reports to the effect that they he.d. seen nothing and 

had no information about the reported UFO's . . : 
Col. Johnson also gave the opinion that the names of all observers should 

be d~leted'~h~ ~~;rld~d inf'ormati~~>o~ the ~;_;; ~~;~ 'f~;;c~~i·~~/~ontained 
·•···f: ::..:<·:_· __ • '..;r_ i,; --!--: I~;:~:·:·~-.-- '·.".~ :;.-~ >:-... -_.:_:)f-~ . 1·_! -:: ._,_-. 

the statement that the observer's name :would not be used 1vithout his 
'"' ' -- . 

permission. Because these observers signed the form containing a con-

fidentiality statement, their names should be deleted even if they were 

military personnel or government employees making the reports in the line 

of duty. 

These legal opinions do not basically change the review procedures but 

only provide detai.led instructions for deleting names in accordance with 

the letter of March '.~3_!·, 1975, from the Directorate of Administration, 

USAF to NABS. As Col. Johnson is the USAF legal adviser for the Air Force 

project to delete names and certain other information from the BLUE BOOK 

sighting files, ~a.jor McCarthy's group will follo·w his opinion. 

;r~ ~- 9Jef~~· 
FRANCIS J. HEPPNER 
Assistant Chief 
Military Projects Branch 
Military Archives Division 

'. 



For the 12·-29-75~ I asked Col. Johnson if the names of writers of 3d party 
record.;··,::-: :_:~''•;Jr:: .. --: n·::; :·:~;.t_;r:;. :Jf,_("":-'.'-T~;:_'_ _:_;:":·.';:TT.. ~t.: .. :::>" 81]'ic:,.:~-7·.·\-, .s: . . :.~· :·: ,,·;1'! ~"::1~r~ 

letters should be deleted. Such letters in the sighting case files 
'"':~"!,; j~_t: z.r_::c.·:·;_:~·:_~::~·: .. :'::·~-:·~:J :;1::~:f",.-<·'1 ·~.·. ·• _'..-;;:4 ~'fLO 7:;. ~:::c; c~:·(;\1 £.~ .. ~ .. _;_::~:-~ ::':··,'"·'::·,,~ ·.: . ."; · ,_.:::,..:.· 

came from non-observers who wrote .to the Air For.ce giving their opini<?.ns·. 
J~;.i~1:·::~r .~a;'.·~."·•<t•<,.;• ;.;,sr[ ... ~;i ~'I':"~-·. !(;:J~~ ··:.c r::· ··;_i~·...'. 7 - ··; ..... ;, .:"':;..~·:~r· ·::-" 

on sightings~. The letters usually were from members of private UFO. 
f;~~-~:. ~·:!.CI=:~.:-:~:",· t;~-:;~·3 ~;,.:~(: :· ~.\r~<~- ~-:r.·oft:-:.-~) s·_·:.·· ,...,_: ... :>)':1~,. • • ~· .. ·~:-. ;=:,; < !.:-;··-:::--~· c~r:~-~ 1 ·: c:.:t;: .. , .. 

study groups and often contain strong opinions which might be inter-
. . ~:: f:·"' ;; '?".~:(;~[;~ __ <.:J· t :.>1.:;;:<:; : f' .~:..:-_;;;: '••c·t:L:_ ()f. 

preted to adversely reflect on the. writers •. 

Col. Johnson said that such names should not be deleted. The 

letters were not solicited by the Air Force and the writers were. not 
:":..:> · ·+ •. ~:-t:·~·J~'>t .Gt;;:::;t_. ·:.:.J ··:~ ~;f.r ~)J:_~; 1,·r:-r ~):;~·:::: ... ··~ ;.:;: i ~1~::.···_;\.·--:-~.~·1 ~-.- "~' :> ;·;·~:::-·.:: :"r~2'. ~:1:.~·_-;,~·t: :.1::-:: 

'. 
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMIH1$TRATIOH PAGE' 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICES 

IHTRASERVICE MEMORANDUM AND ENDORSEMENT _or_PAGES 

SUBJECT OR TRANSACTION 

Restrictions on BLUE BOOK photographic records. 
FRQ\1 TO DATE A N D MESSAGE'. 

NNMI NNM Ma.y 13, 1976. After the audiovisual re~ords which had been removed 

from the case files of BLUE BOOK sighting reports were transferred to 

NNV, William Murphy (NNV) g.uestioned the restriction statement in the 

appraisal report and accession inventi)py. He pointed out that the 

restriction statement does not mention the photographic records which 

were sent to the Air Foi·ce by private citizens to acconmanv the written 

reports of UFO sightings. He said that it was the practice in NNV to 
f. 

show to researchers photographic records which originated with "Private 

citizens but not to reproduce them without the permission of the nersons 

who submitted them to the Government. 

At your reciuest I called Lt. Col. Johnson (693-5750) in Air Force JAG 

who has been our consultant on' BLUE BOOK legal problems. He said 

tha.t .:the National Archives should handle BLUE BOOK photographic records 

in the same way it handles other -photograJ>hic archives. However • the 
- ... . . 

Air Force policy on photographic items submitted by 'Private citizens 

is to reproduce them on request and handle them like textual records 

unless the photographs have been copyrighted or were submitted on 

condition of c~nfidentiality. If the Air Force still had custody of 
' .---. 

the BLUE BOOK records. he. said. it would make them available and sell .. 

conliies ·to the 'DU.blic of both textual and nhoto--~-i...ic records hA~11.use 

thev are all records in the nos\ssion of the f'..overnment ." .. 

.. 
·~ 

~ 
(Over) FORM GSA AUG 67 6702 
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FROM TO DATE AND .MESS AGE (Continuation) 

As !llNV deals 'td th the Department of Defense, @~ than the mili tar 

servicea,~q~ po:J.icy matters, Mr. Murphy wil~ +equest a legal o inion 

'9n -thi.s matter from the Audio"'.'Vi,a~l :p;j.yisj.~)!l Directorate cOf Defense 
. ' - - . - _, ! - • ~ 

Info~tlon, As:jdstant Se.crete.ry for Public A:trairs DOD. That office 

h~~ agreed to refer_.his .. request i:o the DOD. lega.L counsel. 

,NNV NNM f Ma: . .19 1976. No opinion from OOD w~!l be re 

obtained from CBS or NRC before reproductions of their programs can be 
·- - -- - - 1 •. -· 

made. All other audiovisual records are available. for rerr~~~uction without 

restriction. 

·INSTRUCTIONS FOR FURTHER CONTINtL\TION - If a series of meS1Jages.on one subject requr· more than one page, front .and hack, c'!ntinue 
it onti,tdditio.~n. l1 sheets coneecutively n r 'ed. Arran&e all such sheets with page one on top s, aple them together. Begm a new series for 
me{ .~s ~en after' a different type o ent is added to the doseier. 

~· 

------- ·-~--------
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~n Release of Information, Project Blue tiook 

.•.· .. 
,.°' AU/JA 

·l. This is in reply to your inquiry regarding what informa­
tion contained in Project Blue Book should b6 disclosed, 
upon request, to the public. The Freed.om of Information Act 
as am~nded, 5 U.S.C. 552, requires the release of all · 
~ecords in th~ possession of the Air Force unle~s they fall 
within one of the nine stated exemptions. Under the amencied 
act~ if only a portion of a record is exempted from mandatory 
disclosure it must be excised and the remainder of the 

·reco"rd disclosed. 

2. In responding to requests for information, the Air Force 
·has.declined to release information which it either 6btained 
or received under an imptied or expressed promise o~ confi­
dentiality. The basis for such refusal is that the informa­
tion was exe~ptrid from mandatory disclosure by exenption 4, 
5 U.S.C. 552, Subsection b. See paragrapl1·4d AFR ~2-30; 
Eva~s v. D0nart~2~t of Tra~~nortatio~, ~~6 F.2d 821 (5th 
ci:r. 1971) ~crt. c:f"enit::od '105 u.s-:9Ys-; 1972; Sterling Drug, 
Inc .. v. F.T.C., 450 F.2d 698. (D.C. Cir. 1971);- Grum:>i.::m 
Aircraft En~;inee:!::-ing Corp. ·v. Renegotiation Boaro;'.425- F. 2d 
578 (D.C. Cir. 1970). _Therefore, ~hose docu~2nts in Project 

·e1ue Book which 0ere obtained or accepted by the Air Forte 
with the undcrstancling that the identity of the person sub­
mitting the information would not be disclosed., should be 
excised of all identifying data and the remaining portions 
of the document· disclosed. \·Je be:licvc that the J\ir Force 
is dbligated to honor its promise of confidentiality and to 

·protect the personal ·p_rivacy of the individuals involved. 

3. The infor_mation in the investigative reports regarding 
the individuals who sub'.."ni tted reports consisting of (a) 

·contlusions (b) sources of inform~tion, i.e., credit bureaus, 
neighbors, etc. and (c) any investigative techniques, should 
not be discil6scd. They are exempt from mandatory disclosure 
under excmptiohu; 5 and 7, Sub~;cr:; ti on b, 5 U.S. C 5-5 2, and 
paragr.aphs 4c, and '1 h, l\FR 12-30.. 'l'hcrcforc, the portions 
of the investigative reports described above should be 
deleted before they arc disclosed to the public. 

. . , 
n 

·.· 
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-.4 ~. We recognize that the implementation o:t~ the nbovc recom­
mendations will be administratively burdcnsemc·and costly. 
It may well be that two copies of the documents \'/ill have to 
be .micr~filmcd. One rcco~d set which is complete and one 
ttsanitized" version available for public cxa1nination. In 

· view of the . Freedom of Information Act, as amended, we are 
aware o.£ .no procedures, short of c.1estroyi~19 the records,. . 
which would ~,lleviate the res~arch center from editing these 

· records. When identifying data is \·Ji th held, the research 
.6enter should fully explain to the requester that it was 
done. only to protect the personal privacy ·of the individuals 

. involved and that no "sµbstantive"· information was deleted. 
-This should be done in order to allay fears that the Air. 
Force may be withholding facts about unidentified flying 
obj~cts. · · 

5 .. Although the SAF/OI bulletins, which appear. to be for 
internal usage, .could be interpreted to mean a complete file 
of Project Blue Book is available, we do not believe tha.t 
the deletion of identifying data and portions of the investi­
gative file would be so contradictory to this announcement 

"that significant adverse publicity 0ould result. However, 
for fu~ur0 guidance to the public we would suggest that the 

·research center advise SAF/OI to insure that their announce-
1nents reflect: what portions of the rec_ords are not available 

.· and the reasons therefore. . 
I ~ 

"' 6 ." If you have. any further questions regardi~1g this .matter 

; 

please contact us. ~-
... _-~ ..... •"' . 

.. ' . . . . ,. 

?nA..e-~1~ 911(?.) .. A .. m Jj. · . 
. MICBJi.EL J. (.!3AR11.ETT, JR/I, Colonel, USAF 
Chief,: Litigation Di vi's ion 
Off ice of The J·_:u~ge Jl.dvocatc Gcnernl 
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REPLY TO 

A1TN OF: DADMD 

,. DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

18 NOV 1975 

susJEcT, Offer of Transfer of Air Force Documentation 
(DADMD Ltr, 31 Mar 75) 

Received NA~_N 

NOV 19 1W~J 
ro: The Archivist of the United States 

National Archives & Records Service 
General Services Administration 
Washington, D.C. 20408 

1. Pursuant to the provi~ions of Federal Property Management 
Regulations 101-11. 411.3, the Department of the Air Force 
offers for direct transfer to the National Archives, the 
following collection: 

a. Approximately three (3) cubic feet of documentation 
consisting of case files and correspondence -on unidentified 
flying objects (UFO) covering the period from 1948 to 1968. 

b. Documentation is directly related to the material 
previously accepted by your office (see referenced letter) . 

. It represents· the holdings of the Air Force Office of Special 
Investigations (AFOSI) which conducted some of the early Air 
Force investigations on UFO sightings: 

c. A random sampling-conducted by a representative of 
AFOSI with the assistance of Mr. Francis J. Heppner, 
Assistant Chief, Military Projects Branch, National Archives, 
disclosed that while some of the AFOSI material may be duplica­
tive of your holdings, AFOSI files ·contain some of the early 
correspondence regarding Air Force policy on UFO investigations 
which is not in your collection. 

·2. It was noted in the referenced letter, during the study of 
UFO activity, in order to obtain candor and cooperation from 
witnesses, the Air Force assured them that their names would 

·not be publicly disclosed. Therefore, we again recommend 
appropriate deletions·of the following identifying data be 
made before permitting public access to these records: 

a. Names of witnesses and other data which would identify 
the witness. 

Underwrite Your Country's Might - Buy U.S. Savings Bonds 
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b. Those portions of investigative reports regarding 
the individuals whri reported sightings, such as: · 

(1) Conclusions of the investi.gator. 

(2) Confidential sources of information, i.e., 
credit bureau reports, neighbors, etc. 

(3) Investigative techniques. 

3. We believe this material to contain significant supplemen­
tal information to warrant its continued preservation by the 
U.S. Government. 

4. AFOSI's holdings have not been declassified. If you accept 
th:i,s material, AFOSI will expeditiously declassify the material 
prior to transferring it to you.· 

~It. J,~:.1A/ 
HERBERT G. rG~~~ Chief 
Documentation Systems Division 
Directorate of Administration 
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
NATIONAL ARCHl.VES AND RECORDS SERVICES 

PAGE 

INTRASERVICE MEMORANDUM AND ENDORSEMENT _oF_PAGES 

SUBJECT OR TRANSACTION 

Air FO~~ offer of additional BLUE BOOK records. 
FRQ\I TO D ATE A N D M E S S A G E' 

NN.MP NNA November 24, 1975. By letter of Nov. 18, ll§i75, from Herbert G. Geiger, 

Chief', Documentation Systems Division, Department of the Air FOrce to 

the Archivist, the Air Force has offered to the National Archives three 

cubic feet of records of the Office of Special Investigations relating 

to Project BLUE BOOK. These are records of the office which conducted 

the formal investigations of sightings of unidentified flying objects. 
" 

The records now offered complement the records being accessioned in 

.iob NN-375-209. Although copies of many of the investigative reports 

being offered ~ in the sighting case files in that accession, other 

re~orts and correspondence are not so duplicated. The offered records 

have eaual value to the sighting case files in Accession No. NN-375-209 

for documenting the Air For~ investigation of UFO's. 

T recommend that this new offer be accepted' and be inciuded in Accession 

1\To. 'l\TL\T_ '::t7Ci-209 for RG ~41. It can be included in the sa.me accession 
..• ---·-~ 

· {!f.,n:>ntorv ·~1hi'ch ·n11 ·not· be sianed until tbe Air Force group making ' 

.. c ·- . .. " .. . .. . .. 

. 1lelFitions ·~ott.xerox conies of the BLUE BOOK case files has completed its 
·-.'·:.: ~-"~·· ! 

work. The offered recoras should be brought into the National Archives 

d,.j. - ~. J!fYl/7. _,.,, 

,_ 

d·~~-~~.~~ ~~~.:;. ~ 

"/ t::.J " ..... --11~ 

'/W / - I . I 

·'-'"'' ~; ~ f :;.' ... -·--1' .-

. - ' 
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~ . ·- .. - ... .... - . _._ .. ..: .. -.. . . . 

(Over) FO GSA AUG R~7 6702 



FRCM TO D ATE A N,D MESSAGE (Continuation) 

Building by early January 1976 so that we can xerox them f'or the Air 
'<Ii 

Force group to review~ 

v .. . 
FRANCIS J.: HEPP.!WR. 
ASS:J.S'te.tl'ti 1.;niei:-

MiJJ. ta.r.y. P.roje~ts _B:r:'~!!h~ 
. · . 

. 

. ~-

~. : ' . 
;.....- ..... , "( 

0 

t. : • ~ 

. ~. ~ . 

-

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FURTHER CONTINUA'.rJON - If a aeries of meto1sngea on one subject require a more than one page, front and back, continue 
it on additional sheets, consecutively numb/ '\ Arrange all such ·..beets with page one on top and{ile them together. Begin a new aeries for 
messages written after a different type of di... ent is added to the dossier. , J 

.j 
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Dear N:r• Ge1gsl"f .- " ., · · -

=~= ~ =~~~lhl~a~ft:"!t~~. ' .. 
_ ~91'f;i_ will 't?-e ,proce~¢a as_-~ of. A~aaion No. ,~:;·72~209.. · m:i.erf f--, __ ____ _ 

-w- p're,pare_ ~ acoes$ion 1UY•~cy1 w.Will inelu.iie ~:ae· recqrd:S --- -
and the Project ~tm;.'.BQOK ca.se·:tues ~here., - ... --

·-: ... ~···· ~·· 

_ ~rJ:'t::o~~~vf~!:~~-~~-t:~!~~t;=t• __ , 
wo~king. with Ul$ ;ean re'View them along witl:1-,the ottaer,-par.t-Qf the ., ,. 

· accession. . _ 

ME!Ellli~:-:.JF~- .. 
Acting Dir~tor 

?: . 

Mil!tlµT Arohives ))ivision 

cc: 
Official File ._ 
D~y F:i,le· '.;. NNM 

-~~- -,· 

-- • F.JHeppner:jwg NNM 

· ... __ , 
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PAGE I OF _l_ PAGES 

STANDARD FORM 135 
JUI. Y 1951 EDITION 
GENERAL SERVICES ADMIN. 
FPMR (~I CFR) 101-11.4 

RECOR.OS" ~NSMITTAL 
TO BE COMPLET T FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER 

AND RECEIPT 
ACCESSION NO. RECORD GROUP NO. 

INSTRUCTIONS 
Send original and two copies to appropriate 

Federal Records Center. 
EXCEPTION-Send original and three copies to the 

Alexandria, Virginia, Center. 

NN-375-209. 
SIGNATURE DATE RECORDS RECEIVED 

r.- ' 
:r~ 12.-(9-7!;" 
TITl.E 

FROM: (Name and addroB8 of Agencv tran•ferring record•) 

HQ AFOSI/HO . TO: Federal Records Center, GSA 

Rm l-H-053, Forrestal Bldg 
\000 Inde endence Ave., .SW 

The A~chivist of the United States 
National Archives & Records Service 
General Services Administration 

UNCLASSIFIED 
2. SQUARE FEET OF SPACE CLEARED 3. FILING EQUIPMENT EMPTIED 4. CU SIC FEET OF RECORDS I B. STORAGE I c. SHEl.VING (Lin. Ft.) 

TRANSFERRED 
A. OFFICE A. Fll.E CABINETS (No.) B. TRANS. Fll,.ES (No.) 

2 
5. NAME OF AGENCY CUSTODIAN OF RECORDS 6. BUILDING AND ROOM NO. 7. TELEPHONE NO. 

Kurt K. Kunie. Capt. USAF, Historian Forrestal Bldg,- Rm lH-0 63 693-5997 
0 YES 0 NO 

-?"""<::------. ...... ~>"-----------------,---- Do cum en ta- 11. DATE 

Directorate o 19 Dec 75 

FRC ONL 

STANDARD FORM 135 
JULY 1961 EDITION. 

USAF 

(Skow organi:ational component creating recarda) 

Source documents dating from 1948 to 1968 
concerning the USAF investigation of Un­
identified Flying Objects (UFOs). These 
records contain documents on investigative 
policy and Air Force Office of Special 
Investigation reports of investigations on 
UFO sightings. 

SOURCE DOCUMENTS 

1 File folders 24-185-1 through 24-185-27 (Note: 
There is no file for 24-185-3; there are two 
files under the number 24-185-17; and there 
is no file for 24-185-26) These files con­
tain policy guidance and AFOSI District 
reports of investigation concerning UFOs 
(filed primarily by district). 

2 File, folders 24-185-001 through 24-185-008 
containing policy guidance and AFOSI District 
reports of investigation concerning UFOs 
(filed primarily in ~hronological order.). 

(Use Standard Form 135A for continuation sheets) 

"ll'U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE:l965-0-755-153 t/n-E 

14. DISPOSAL AUTHORITY 
(Schedule and Item No.) 

135-104 
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AUDIOVISUAL RECORDS TRANSFERRED TO THE AUDIOVJ;SUAL ARCHIVES D.IVISION 

RG ~41 '.- ·. 

· Project Blue Book 

AUDIO TAPES 

(). 

() 

Case No. 

100341S 
1003419 
1003420· 
1003474 
1003480 
1003586. 
1003595 
1003666 
1003676 
1003686 
1003706 
1003707 
1003708 
1003732 
1003733 
1003734 
1003735 
1003736 
1003737. 
1003738 
1003759 
1003760 

Date -.-. 
Feb. 7, 1955 

n n n 

II !! U-

'Oct. 23, 1957 
Nov. 6, 1957 
July 20 9 1961 
Oct. 2, · 1961~ 
Sept. 5; 196U 
March 2; 1965 
July 25, 1965 
Oct. 7, 1965 

1 11 fl ·n 
Tl fl II , 

Aug. 15, 1967 
" 
,, 
" 
fl 

n 

ti 

!I 

II rt 

Location Observer 

Kings Landing, Calif. Allender 
II " I! 

" fl " ti 

Polk Co., Fla. t4ultiple :·· 
Boerne, ·Texas McGregor 
Houston, Texas ... Civil Airline 

. Salt Lake City, Utah · , Multiple . 
Sacto. Area; Calif.. Schrum .. 
Brooksville7Fla. Re~ves· 
Bloomingburg, N.Y. Morrow, Shaver 
Edwards AFB, Calif. 'Military 

11 n n n 

I II 

Ft .. Smith, Ark. 
11 ti " 

' fl 

" 
u 

fl 

fl 

II 

t1 

n 
u 

1l 

tt 

n 

'it 

ll " 
Gilbreth 

" 
" 
ff 

" 
fl 

Har. 11-13,. 1967 Tillamook, Ore,. ~1ultiple 
t1 " rt II 

1 

Description 

one 5" reel,, .Ji IPS 
ft!! fl"" 
" " ft " " 

one 5" reel, 7t IPS .. half track 
one 2i-'1 reel 
one 4" reel, 3-'} IPS 
one 7° reel 
one 3i'1 reel 
one 7° reel, Ji IPS 
one 5ri reel 
one 7" reel 

n rt t1 

!! U I.' 

one 7" reel 
ti 

" 
" 5" 

fl 

" 
f1 .H II 

n ~, · • );n . 

ff'tl u 

one 511 reel; 3i IPS half track 
" .3 ir · · 11 n n t• · 11 

--------·------------ ---------------- ------·- ·-------------------------------· 
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RG 341 
Project Blue·Book 

FILM 

Gase No. 

1003323 

. 1003345 
1003357 
1003374 
1003382 

·1003400 
1003406 
1003407 
1003412 
1003460 
1003473· 
1003482 
1003492 
1003494 
1003523 
1003528 

1003533 
1003535 
1003538 
1003551 
1003554 
1003591 

1003614 
1003620 
1003648 

10036:5,9 

Aug~ 15, 1950 · 

July 2, 1952 · 
July 29, 1952 
Nov. 16, 1952 
Mar. 3, 1953 . 
Mar. 7; 1954 
July 3, 1954 
July 3, ·195~. 
Oct. 29, 1954 
May 2_, 1957 
Oct. 16, 1957 
Nov. 6, 1957 
Dec. 10-12~ 1957 
Jan. 1-10, 1958 
Feb.-Apr., 1957 
Mar~ 13, 1959 

June 21, 1959 
July 28, 1959 
Aug. 28, 1959 

. Apr. 25, 1960 
June 7, 1960 
Sept. 1, 1961 

Sept. 1962 . 
Oct. 6-7, 1962 

Location 

Great Fall, Mont. 

Tremonton, Utah 
Osceola, Wis. 
Landrum,· s.c. 
Luke AFB, Ari. 
Keesler AFB, Ala ... 
Bermuda 
Fairchild A,FB, ~rash. 

. Olmstead ~' Pa. ' 
Edwards AFB, Calif t 
Almagordo, N,M. 
Montville, Ohici 
Duncansville, Tex. 
River Forest, Ill. 
Coburn, Va. 
Duluth, Minn. · 

Observer Description 

Not Listed one 16mm color movie, 3'' . reel 
one 16mm b&:w movie, 7" reel* 

Newhouse one 16mm __ color .mov:ie:~·J 311 reel** 

-~~~iple ,-,~~f ~t:F~Jci*~~~l;~.'' 3i~e~eel 
Air Visual 6iiet'1'.8fu6~:.it;ritte·'rt-u reel · 
Military one 35mm neg. b&.w fih;:>trip · 
Military ~· J5mm neg. b&.w filmstrip · 
Milita!"J one 35mm neg. b&w filmstrip 

· Military . . one 35mm neg. b&w filmstrip 
Get;tys- & Bitt~ck . ,.~wo 35mm neg;, b&.w filmstrips 
APRO one 35mm neg. b&w filinstrip 
Olden, Moore . one 35mm neg. b&.w filmstrip 

MW:tJ:plEF · one 8mm color movie, 2j" reel 
.Mathews;' one 8mm color movie·, ·q0 reel 

_Not Listed one 35mm neg. b&.w filmstrip 
Military two 35mm b&w filmstrips, one neg., 

one pos. 1 on 3-i'1 reels · -
Macao, China Military one 35mm pos. b&.w filmstrip, 3-i'' reel 
Corpus Christi, lfex. Not Listed 
Qn. Charlotte Isi.ands Military 
Shelby, Mon. Clark 
Champaign, Ill. Block 
Sandusky, Ohio Schikler 

Snohomish, Wash. N,~t_ .. ~}ffiid 
Naha, Old.now a Cox 

. one 16mm color movie, ·3-kt1 reel · ·. 
one 35mm neg. b&.w filmstrip, Ji'' reel 
one 8mm ·color movie, 2i11 reel· 
one 16mm b&.w movie, ~n reel 
two pieces Of 35mm filmstrip, one 3!" 
other 7-i'' · .. ·- . 
one 35mm pos. color filmstrip 
two 35mm neg. l:&w filmstrips . 
one green plastic flexible phono disc, 

: 5i"*** . ' ' ' . ' 
July 29-31, 1964 Binghampton, N.Y~ Multiple one 35mm neg. l:&w filmstrip 

·----------C---------·-----· ------- '---· --- -------------------



-------- ----------
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Case No. 

1003661 
1003689 
1003690 
1003691 
1003704 
1003705 
1003715· 
1003753 
1003761 
1003785 -
1003867 
1003868 

~ 

Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug .. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Mar. 
Jan. 
Mar. 
Np,v. 

9, 1964 
1; 1965 
1? 1965 
2, 1965 
7, 1965 
7, 1965 
1, 1966 
1967 
19, 1967 
18, 1967 

Location 

Colorado Sprgs 1 Colo. 
Topeka, Kans. 
Topeka, Kans. 
Tulsa, Okl. 
Edwards AFB, Cal. 
Edwards AFB, Cal;. 
Australia 
Camarillo, Cal. 
Yonkers, N.Y. 
Covington, Ind. 

Observer .Description 

Blessing one 8mm color movie, ~u reel .. 
Johnson one 35mm neg: b&w filmstrip, 3~' 
Johnson one 35mm neg. b&w filmstrip, 3i'"· 
Hatcher one 35mm n~g:#J:Golor flblmstrip · 
Military. one 35mm neg. b&w filmstrip, 3!ff 
.Military .one 35mm neg. b&w filmstrip,· Jiu 
N·ot Listed one 35rnm neg. color filmstrip 
Goldstone one 16mm color inovie, .3n reel 
Beitz one i6mrri colbr movie_, · 5" reel · 
Doss one 16mm b&w movie' 3" reel 

one 16mm b&w movie,· 12u reel 
one 16mm b&w movie, 13" reel' 

* The 16mm b&w3.movie with ·the number. 1003323 on its box has the notation "b&w Tremonton" on its reel and 
may actually belong to case #1003345. 

** See * above. 

reel 
reel 

reel 
reel' 

*** The phono disc with· file #1003648 is ·.apparently µi;}:>elat ed to ·any· particuilar case~ and when played in · . 
1111\l seemed to .be some kind of A~r Force training aid (i;iee note of M. 'Kurt~~ccompanying disc). · 

3 

. ' 

--- - - - ~ -------------



ADDITIONAL AUDIOVISUAL RECORDS TRANSFERRED TO THE AUDIOVISUAL ARCHIVES DIVISION 

RG 341 
·Project Blue Book 

FILM 

Case No. Date Location Obser.11er Description 

1003489 Dec. 1, 1957 Montebello, Calif. Benn one 8mm color movie, 2 3/4U; reel ~ 

1003490 Dec. 5-10, 1957 Cincinnati, Ohio Geiger one 8mm color movie, 2 3/4" reel 

1003757 Mar. 6-11,1967 Galesburg, Moline, Fisher one 8mm color movie, 2 3/411
· reel 

Illinois 

() 
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REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 

SUBJECT: 

DAD 

IC .. · · · , 
' DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE c 

HEADQUARTERS UNITEP STATES AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20330 

1 MAR 1976 

Accession of Project BLUE BOOK Records (Acc. No. NN-375-209) 
'(Your letter, 6 Feb 76) 

To: Mr. Francis J. Heppner . · 
Assistant Chief 
Military Projects Branch 
Military Archives Division 
National Archives and Records Service 
General Services Administration 
Washington, DC 20408 

The attached accession inventory for Project BLUE BOOK 
records is satisfactory. The .. signed and dated carbon 
copy is returned as requested in your·6 Feb.76 letter. 

It is our understanding that NARS will make sanitized 
versions of the case files available to the general _ 
public and .refer requests for other information to this 
headquarters for review and processing. Requests for 
other than sanitized case files should be forwarded to: 

Secretary of the Air Force 
Off ice of Information 
Washington, DC 20330 

Your cooperation in the transfer· of these records to 
NARS is greatly~ap~reciated. · 

1 Atch 
Accession Inventory 

Underwrite Tour Country's Might- Buy U.S. Savings Bonds 
CrJf'f t-o NNM1"/ 
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·,, APR .5 1976 

'_ .. 

. <>" 

TM.· re'bords of Pro~eot BLUE··BOOK which the Air Fb~e d~posi.ted .#l'';: "" . -
the Natl.qMJ: Arcltl:ves last year Yill ~soon 'be opened to ~e pu.blia •. 
We ·Wialt to thank the Otfioe"of Information for 1$$ cobper~tlon and· 

. ····l.la~eia.Ut' for .the thorovglj. 8nd eff'ieient work d.ciile here ,in th~ . · 
. 'Nf;\.tionai ~chi'Ves by the i;;e$.m. at' Air Fo~~ Reserve ot.ficel'.a. who · .. · .. · .. 
. · ~oieened.:tbe records an~ -~~ed.~ipl.tb1i~ o.qpt oi'·_-~Jlf,O'-~igij~:tng< · 

oa,aer, fil-es. This team; µnlier the ~deraijt)t:.of .. Wij. _ lb.··uca ·~earthy, . · 
.. included Maj •. Chester 'j. hoelie 1 · Oap~~ . Robe'i'\ :r •. Pie.f:t;at"~' ~· ·~ · ., .. . . · · 
· Oapt~ :Judith ·K. S:tlv-erman., Lt •. Richard F. Oas~, Ii,. Oa:i7 ~·· Fe~on~ 
and Lt• B4:~ll'd L• Gaylor. . . -· ·.. .. . ·: ·. · · ;. · - · · · 

·· ~~1..P~¥~4·.a.~,~.-Qf ·~ h9.tect mamnj3oo1'·~~~~s.~~~~ll.-~Qtll "' 
· ;proteat 'tll6 pr~wer··:of pet-uQUS· Wh.Q. ~ft',h$d ~~ ~~~~~ -t;;o "PiW . 
. Air F<Yc.a.e and a.J.~o . rfilease to i:Jie public the · intorma'tion whiQh tile · 
·4lir Force gather~ s.bbut UFO sightings. Fram -the large numller or· 

· ·, -~que.s~.f<ll' a~~$S .tq· thsi't· ·r~e~J.>413. which _th.ts age:n.Q,r AAS air~; · 
'.~~tired, we conelude Wat the pUblle. Will be: weU servecL 'Qy; ;t.heir 
.. eff'ofts •. - · · 

.. 

. ·,;. 
· .. -. 

' ., 
.· ... ·,'•, 

."': 

':.-.· 

. · . 



"" ~ 
OF/STATUS v FOR NN USE 

CHANGE RECORD 
RECORD GROUP LEVEL FOR NNB USE 

RG NO. FOR NNB USE UNIT OF ARCHIVAL TOTAL NO. OF 
CONTROL .. ·,.-. AT'l'ACHMENTS 

LEVEL ACTION STEP 

341 1 NNM NNM-577-37 14 
TRANSACT!O~ CODI~G 

(Check appropriate box for each type of transaction and indicate number of attachi;ients for each) 

[i] 

D 
D 
D 

INCREASE 

TYPE OF TRANSACTION 

1. ACCESSION 

2 .- ACCRETION 

3 . REMEASUREMENT 

4. OTHER INCREASE (Explain under 
remarks) 

TYPE OF TRANSACTION 

. 0 9. CHANGE OF PHYSICAL CUSTODY 

ATTACH- FOR NNB 
MENTS USE 

7 111· 13, 
17, 19 

121, 23 t 

29 27, 

134 

131, 33, 
37' ,39 

OTHER 
ATTACH- FOR mm 
ME TS USE 

L.-----'179 
D 10. CHANGE OF RECORD GROUP (Show RGI 186, SA, 

nos. under u~it of physical custody)._ ___ _,. SB, 8C 

011. CHANGE OF ARCHIVAL CONTROL 
(Show new unit under rer:arks) 

D 12. NEW RECORD GROUP 

00 13. INITIAL INPUT 

._ __ _,199 

.__~Ifill 
I fill, fil3 

~--~ 

7 

DECREASE 

TY?E OF TRANSACTION 

H D 5. DISPOSAL 

24 D 6. PEPJ.!1\NENT WITHDRA!1AL 

D 7. REMEASUREMENT 

34 D 8. OTHER DECREASE (Explain under 
remarks) 

TR.;:,SACTION 

TYPE OF TRANSACTION 

N. A. GUIDE NARRATIVE 

D 16,. RESTRICTION STATEMENT 

PRIVACY STATEMENT 

D 18 .. FINDING AID CITATION 

19. C!ii>.NGE SERIES LOCATIONS 

D I l·c2, c3, c<1, D 
14. CORRECTION (Explain under remarks)"----- c5, C9 2Q. OTHER (Explain under remarks) 

STATISTICAL I~FOP~~TION 

CHECK ONE VOLUME 
UNIT OF 

(Indicate cu ft or m1) NUMBER OF ITEMS 
PHYSICAL ADD SUB- '!Y?::: ();:' IT£.;,\~ 

ATTACH-
MENTS 

I 
I 
I 
I 
!\TT CH-
MEN TS 

CUSTOD.Y TRACT THIS CHANGE AFTER CHANGE THIS CHANGE AFTER CHANGE 

NNM x 7 .00m3 n9.50m3 

RECORD GROUP TOTAL AFTER CHANGE 
(~o be completed by NNB) 

REMAR.'<S 

Accession NN-375-209 {Project BLUE BOOK) 

REVIEWS AND 
APPROVALS 

r'"T ~. 
-:f JW' 

Francis J. Heppner 
PREPARED BY 

UNIT DATE 

NNMP 

R....t:'\'IEWEb BY 

UNIT 

-

APPROVED BY 

DATE UNIT DATE 

FOR NNB 
USE 

14.0, 42, 45, 
49 48, 

j s~, 52, 55, 
58, 59 

165 

16.0 •. 62, 65, 
68, 69 

FOR NNB 
USE 

I~:· c2; C3, 

I C2, C3, C9 

I~:· C2, C3, 

I C2, C3, C9 

1c2, CJ, C9 

FOR NNB USE 

IT'.i"PE CODE 

· ""''"'"tn r. "l"l'lllT<'R!': ADMINISTRATION GSA FORM 6710 (Rev. 8~75) 



CHANGE oC5sTATTJS RECORD 
FOR NNIJ USE 

BELOW RECORD GF.OUP I-EV.CL 

CONTROL NUl-lBER ;~;o LEVEL . . . 
1. RECORD 2. SUB- 3. SUB- ... SUB- 5. SUB- 6. SUB- 7. SUE z. SU3 9. SUB- 10. SERIES 11. SUBSERIES 12, SUBSUBSl:RlES 

GROUP GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D GROUP E GROUP r GRCe? G GROUP h 

31 4 1 01 5 0 2 o, 0 01 0 o, 0 01 0 01 0 o,o 0 I 0 ,o ,2 I I I I I 
LEVEL FOR NNB USE TYPE OF TRANSACTION 

ACTION 

10 
ISTEP 

[KJ J',CCESSION D TNITIAL INPUT D CHANGE OF PHYSICAL CUSTODY D CORRECTION 

Ei:TRY NO. 

63A 
ACCRETION D CHANGE OF LOCATIO>: D CHANGE OF RECORD GROUP D OTHER CHl,NGE 

~ ~· .tI!:....E I BF.GIN DATE 

1948 REPORTS OF lNVESTIGATIONS OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYiliG OBJECTS 

I'I"YPE CODE 

Arranged in two subseries: ··geographically by Air Force district and overseas commands 
and thereunder chronologically; and chronologically. 

These are copies of investigative reports and related correspondence concerning sightings 
. of unidentified flying objects which were sent to headquarters for information purposes 

f'rom Air Force districts and commands in which the sightings occurred. The originals 
were sent to the Air Technical Intelligence Center, Wright Patterson Air Force Base, and 
some of them are in the case files described:in entry 294D. · 

The files relate to investigations of reports of sightings of unidentified flying objects 
made:in the United States and abroad as pa.rt of the Air Force study of unidentified flying 
objects called Project BLUE BOOK. The investigative reports are in narrative form and 
were prepared by Air Force officers and civilian employees who obtained information f'rom 
observers of unidentified flying objects and fran other sources such as weather stations 
and airport radar operators. 

[] CONTINUED ON REVERSE 

[] CONTINUED ON SEPARATE PAGE 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION GSA FORM 6710-A {Rev. 12-75) 

' 
I 
! 
I 

.f 



I 
I. 

I 

. ~~ 
CHANGE OF STATUS RECORD 

l. RECOF.D 
GROUP 

3 I 4 l 

2. SUB­
GROUP A 

0 5 

3. SUB­
GROUP B 

0 2 

BELOW RECORD GROUP 1.EVJ::L 

4. SUB­
GROUP C 

0 0 

5. SUB­
GROUP D 

0 0 

CONTROL NUMBER AND LEVEL 
6. SUB­
GROUP E 

0 0 

7. SUB­
GROUP F 

0 0 

8. SUB­
GROUP G 

9. SUB­
GROUP H 3 n. "'"""" ,,_ '""'"'"fil" I 10. SERIES 

0 0 
. LEVEL FOR NNB USE 

ACTION STEP 

10 
ENTRY NO. 

[i] 

D 
l\CCESSION 

l\CCRE'T'ION 

INI'l'Il\L INPUT 

CHANGE OF LOC/\TION 

D 
D 

CHANGE OF PHYSICAL CUSTODY 

CHANGE OF HECORD GROUP 

I· 
. I D CORRECT.ION 

1. 

PHOTOCOPY OF REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS OF UNIDENTIFil:D FLYDTG OBJECTS I BEGIN O!\Tt: i948 

··-~·.---·~--~·-··---~··.-·-·----~.---~----·--~--------- ·-----L:_m D!\~r.-" .}Jb~,..8~· ___ j 
COMPLETE THIS AREA FOR LEI/ELS 10, 11, AND 12 ONLY 

PIIY5J(:i,i~ 
in, m# or c:,'1) i'I'Y.?E CC0E 

3 ft. 

2 8 

. l_ .L ____ L . __L ___ , ·---+--·-'---'----'---'---~------'----'---'---!--

, __ __., _ _,__,_ .... --'-···-·-'---l----L---'--.L---'--'----·-'··~-'--'-···-1---·"---'-----'--'----'"-·-' _ _L _ _._____,'--_,_----------1 

y;~s [] NO rs ACCESSIONED MICROF'Ik~J LISTED ON REVERSE? DYES (X]No 

NM-15 p. 9 
!\RR4NGEMEN'r AND M!\RAATIVE DESCJUPTION 

On this photocopy of the reports of investigations of unidentified flying objects described I 
in entry 63A, the Department of the Air Force deleted the following kinds of information to ! 
protect the privacy of observers of unidentified flying objects and others who furnished 1' 
information to the Air Force: (l) the names, addresses, and other information which 
identifies the observers; and (2) portions of investigative reports which identify persons i 
who provided information about the observers and which include information of a personal j 
and private nature, chiefly medical and financial data, that was gathered about the I' 
observers. · · 

[] CONTINUED ON REVERSE 

[] CONTINUED ON SEPARATE PAGE 

r"!R!llRRAT. SRRVT!".RS AOMINTS'!'RATION 

! 
I 
-r 

I: 
f 
I 

i· 
! 
I· 
! 
I 
1 
l· 
Ii 
! 
11 
ti 
L 
ji 



CHANGE OFQTATUS RECORD 
c !'OR NNB us1: 

BELOH RECORD GROUP 1.EVEL 

CONTROL NUHB8R AND LEVEL 
1. RECORD 2. SUB- 3. SUB- 'I. SUB- 5. SUB- 6. SUB- 7. SUB- 8. SUB- 9. SUB- 10. SERIES 11. SUBSF.RIES 12. SUBSUBSERIES 

GROUP GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D GROUP E GROUP F .GROUP G GROUP H 
~ 

3 ,4 l 0 19 0 6 0 15 0 ,4 0 6 010 0 10 0 10 0 10 10 11 I ! 
LEI/EL FOR NNB USE TYPE OF TRANSACTION 

ACTIOc! I STE? 

10 [] J\CCESSION D JNITIAL INPUT D CHANGE OF PHYSICAL CUSTODY 

rt~TRY NO. 

D i\CCRE~' ION D CHANGE Of' LOCATION D CHANGE OF r<ECORD GROUP 
294A -· - .. ··-

TITLE· 

PROJECT BLUE BOOK ADMINISTRATIVE FILES 

PHY.C IC'.:'--L ·;·.-rn or· f'fEH 

NNM 
· r.ND Loe;.-: ru: i 

I I I 

D CORRECTION 

D o•mr::1~ cm.r~GE 

FQF:. :.:'lB i_:s£ 

t1·~'.PE COCE 

l.S LOCATION CONTINUED ON REVERSE? · D YES IS ACCESSIONED MICROFILM r,rsTED oN REVERSE? O:rns li]No 

NM-15, p. 34 
,\RP"\NGEMENT f,ND NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

Arranged by type of record. 

I 
. : 

Correspondence, staff studies, status reports, congressional hearing reports~ press releases,' 
public and Air Force briefings, newspaper clippings, and photographs concerning Project : 
BLUE BOOK, the Air Force study of unidentified flying objects. T'ne files relate to the 
organization and staffing of the project, the release to the public of information about 
unidentified flying objects, and the progress and findings of the study. 

c:J C0~1'INU~D ON.REVERSE 

c:J CONTINUED ON SEPARATE PAGE 
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FOR NNB USE 

·CHANGE OFqTATUS RECORD 
BELOW RECORD GROUP r.EVCL 

CONTROL NU~!BER AND LEVEL 
l. RECORD 2. SUB- 3. SUB- 4. SUB- 5. SUB- 6. SUB- 7. SUB- 8. SUB- 9. SUS- 10. SERIES 11. SUBS ERIES 12. SUBSUBSERIES 

GROUP GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D GROUP E GROUP F GROUP G GROUP H 

3 ,4 l 0 19 0 6 0 15 0 ,4 0 15 b p o,o o,o 0 ,o 
LEVEL FOR NNB USE 'rYPE OF TRANSACTION 

ACTJO~I 
. rTEP 

lO - !KJ .l\CCESSIOCJ D HI IT I AL INPUT D CHANGE OF 

Ei:'J.'RY NO. D D CHANGE OF D CHANGE OF 
294B 

ACCRETION LOCATrm: 

TITLE 

LIST OF SIGHTDJGS OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 

lJM-15' p. 34 
:>.RRANGENENT AND r;ARAATIVE DESCRIPTION 

Arranged chronologically~ 

'"" 
,o 12 I I I I I 

PHYSICAL CUSTODY D CORRE.CT ION. 

RECORD GROUP 0 OTHEl~ Cl!A1.:GE 

I 
BEGTN DATE 

June 1947' 1! 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

This is a list of sightings of unidentified flying objects for which case files were prepared! 
For each sighting the list shows the date, the location, the name of the observer, and an ! 
evaluation of the sighting report. The case files on this list are described in entries I 
294D and 294E. 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

[] CONTINUED ON REVERS.E 

0 CONTINUED ON SEPARATE PAGE 
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I 
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I 

~~~~---------s-E_Lo_;_•_R_c_.c_o_R_o_G_,R_o_u_:-o-:T-E:-:-·:-N-U_M_B-ER_A_N_D_L_Ev_E_L _____ L...-. _____ ~-------- I 
i. RECORD 2. SUB- 3. SUB- 4. SUB- 5. SUB- 6. SUB- 7. SUB- 8. SUB- 9. SUB- 10. ·SERIES . 11. SUBSERIES 12. SUBSUBSER!ES 

GROUP GROUP A GRQUP.B GROUP C GROUP D GROUP.E GROUP F GROUP G GROUP H -
3 ,4 1 0 19 0 6 0 I 5 01 4 0 I 5 010 o,o 0 I 0 0 ,o ,o 13 I I. I I ' LEVEL FOR NNB USE TYPE OF TRANSACTION 

ACTION I STEP 

10 [] ACCESSION D INITIAL INPUT D CHANGE OF PHYSICAL CUSTODY ·. D CORRECTIOK 

Ell'l'RY NO. D 294C 
ACCRETION D CHANGE OF LOCA'l'ION D CHANGE OF RECORD GROUP D OTIIER CIIM:GE 

I 
BEGIN DATE 

. . · June 1947· 
_Pl-IOTOCOPY OF THE LIST OF SIGHTillGS. OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYnm OBJECTS . . . p:-ND_D_A-TE-. _.;...__ ___ _ 

. . _L Dec. 1969 · 
f---·~,.·----···---7oMPi::ETE17iU"S'''A~·EAFQRLE\lELS 10, 11, AND 12 ONLy-· _______ ...;..,......;;__ ____ ....., 

TITLE. 

i 

NM-15, p. 34 
ARRANGEHEN'r AND NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

On this photocopy of the list described in entry 294B the Department of the Air Force· 
deleted the names of the observers to protect the privacy of' observers of' unidentified.· 

· 1 

flying objects who furnished information to the Air Force. · 

D .CONTINUED ON R.EVERS~ 

. D CONTIN.UED ON SEPARATE PAGE 
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CH ANGE· oF"'iTATus RECORD FOR NNB USE 

BELOW RCCORD GROUP 1-EVEL 

. CONTROL NU'l3FR A'"D V'"EL ,. " -. 
1. RECOP.D 2. SUS 3. SUB- 4. SUB 5. SUB- 6. SUB- 7. SU5- o. ."T3- .. SUB- 10. s:::.:'~IES 11. SUBS ERIES 12. SUBSUBSERIES 

GROUP GP.OUP A GROUP D GROUP c GROUP D GROUP E GROUP F c;.;o;:;- G G?:J'G? H . 
3 I 4 l o, 9 0 6 o, 5 o, 4 0 ,5 0 io 0 ,o 0 lo 0 ,o io 14 I I I I I 

Lr.VEL FOR NNB USE• TYPE OF TR..l\.NSACT ION 
ACTION I STEP 

10 ~ ACCESSION D JNI'l'IAL INPUT D CHANGE OF PHYSICAL CUSTODY D CORRECTION 

~~~1RY !JO. D ;'\CCRETION 
294D D CHANGE OF LOC .. il.TIO)I D CHANGE OF FECORD GROUP D OTHER.CHANGE 

. - . 
M' C' 

CASE FILES ON SIGHTINGS OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 

:NM-15, p. 34 
l\RRANGE1·lEc:T AND t!ARHA'l'IVE DESCRIPTION 

Arranged chronologically by date of sighting. 

These case files contain the information the Air Force gathered about sightings of 
unidentified flying objects during its study of unidentified flying objects called Project 
BLUE BOOK. Each case file relates to one sighting or to a group of closely related 
sightings. The files contain reports from observers of unidentified flying objects, 
correspondence between the observers and the Air Force and between Air Force investigative 

11 
I 

·offices, reports of Air Force officers who investigated the sightings, newspaper and magazine 
clippings~ photographs, physical evidence, and reports of analyses of photographic and 
physical evidence received with reports. Some reports -were made by letter or telegram, 
but most reports of sightings were submitted on an Air Force questionnaire which shows 
the name and address of the observer, date and hour of the sighting, and a description 
of what the observer saw. The physical evidence consists of objects such as pieces o~ 
metal and rocks which were submitted with reports. Each case file begins with a control 

·sheet which summarizes the sighting report and shows the conclusion of the Air Force as 
to the explanation for the sighting. Cross reference sheets contain citations to the photo­
graph~, motion pictures, and. sound recordings which were submitted with reports and which 
are described in entries 294F, 294G, and 294H. Lists of sightings of unidentified flying 
objects covered by these case files are described in entries 294B and 294C. SoMe. b.cicJ1fomt,J 
t~por+s of Air- Force. off1cer5 who Jnvestt~A-Je-d S1g.hfr(\~-s 2\i-e.. ih enfrf i03A. . 

(:=J CONTINUED ON REVERSE 

D CONTINUE'D ON SEPARATE PAGE 
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·CHANGE OF STATUS RECORD 
BELOW . RECORD GROUP L·EVEL 

CONTROL NU~TBER AND LEVEL , 

i. RECORD 2. SU!l 3. SU!l- 4. SUB- 5. SUB- 6. SUB- 7. SUB- 8. SUB- 9. SUB- 10. SERIES · 11 • SUBSERIES 12. SUBSUBSERIES 
GROUP GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D GROUP E GROUP F GROUP G GROUP H 

i 14 1 01 q 0 6 Ot 5 01 4 01 5 010 010 o,o 0 10 
LEVEL FORNNB USE TYPE OF TR.1\NSACTION 

ACTION I STEP 

10 l!:J ACCESSION D TN IT I AL INPUT D CHANGE OF 

EN'l'RY NO. 

294E D 1\CCRETION D CH.'\NGE OF f,OCATION D CHANGE OF 

,,. " TLL-

PHOTOCOPY OF THE CASE FILES ON SIGHTINGS OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING 
OBJECTS 

ARR!\.NGEMBNT AND t!ARRATIVB DESCRIPTION 

. 
,o 15 I I I I I 

PHYSICAL CUSTODY D ~ORRECTION 
RECORD GROUP O oTm:n CHANGE 

On this photocopy of the case files described in entry 294D the Department of the Air 
Force deleted the following information to protect the privacy of observers of unidenti- · 

. fied flying objects and others who furnished information to the Air Force: (1) the names, I 
addresses, and other information which identifies the observers, and (2) portions of inves-~ · 1 
tigative reports which identify persons who provided information about the observers and 
which include information of a personal and private.nature, chiefly medical and financial· 1 
data, that was gathered about the observers. · · · · ·· 

.r=J· CONTINUED ON REVERSE 

r=J CONTINUED ON SEPARATE. PA~E 
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·~ 
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13. + - INITIAL INPUT ... ..: i\Tfl\CilED CUSTODY T!l!S Clll\l-IC;E J'\i·'l'F.R CHt'\NGF. CODE ~·urs Cl!i\NGB l\FTER Clll\NGE 

014. CORRECTION ' 
1 ·J. l'iNVM x 0.15 0.15 20 20 a:xpliiin below) 

..... 

O.Oo:M3 o.oo~ D 15 . NATION/I.I:. ARCHIVES GUIDE 
23 28 1 1 NNVR x 
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TOT.".L VOLUME AFTER CHANGZ 
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REVISWS AND J\PP!WV1\LS 

1. l'i·:i;l·h<<l':D BY l(tT 3. :;:i;:vn:ww Bl! 

Charles A. Thoma 
UNI1' 

I 

36~!> 

NARRATIVE 

360 D 16. RESTRICTION STATEMENT 

D 17. ·PRIVACY STATEMENT 

D 18. CHANGE FINDING AID 
CITATIONS 

019. CHANGE SERIES 
LOCATIONS 

D 20. OTHER 
(Explain bolo•·) 
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UNIT DATE 
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CHANGE OFqTATUS RECORD 
BELOW RECORD GROUP LEVEL 

CONTROL ~!UMBER AND LEVEL 
RECORD 2. SUB- 3. sua- tL SUB- 5. SUB- 6. SUB- 7. SUB- . 8. SUB- 9. SUB- 10. s~~1~s 11. SU3S!':R1ES l~.., suss;J3:$ER!E.S 
GROUP GROUP i\ GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D GROUP E GHOUP F GROUP G GROUP H -

I 

3 l~ 1 o,g 0 &_; 015 010 
. ,,,.. ' 

I 01S 0 I U,. ': I'.) () Ii) {) I 0 I 010 I I I l I ' 

EVEr. FOR NNB USE TYPE OF TR.A.NS.1\CTION 
ACT Im! .1 ST.SP .. o Ii} D D 0. CORRECT IO;;; 

·' 
ACCESSION INITIAL INPUT CHANGE OF PHYSICi'.T. CUSTODY : 

!tl'RY NO. D .i\CCRETION D CHANGE OF LOCATION D CHANGE OF f>:ECORD GF.Q!_;p · D O?HEH Cl!A~;GE i 29L+ F { 

'I7LE E:?;G:N D.:riT.E i 
?HOTOGRAPliS OF SIGHTINGS OF UNIDENTIFIED :FLYING OBJECTS., 1951:.- i 

I :::;o r.c.c;,: : ..::i 

I 
;:.cc;.:-:::>::-: :<~ .. :£~:CE 

,,cQ:··':.:..:\-2 l) 

I l 0 I 1 8 I B 
I I I ' ' f r I 

I I I I I I I I 1 ~: 

I I I I I f I I r I I i I I 

IS LOCATION CO~lTINUED ON REVERSE? D YES KJ NO. IS ACCESSIONED MICROJ;H.!·i LISTED Oi'~ REVERSE? 

L.~~...,_.......,._.._ __ ~~~--=."~,........~~~~~~~~~~~-'-~~~_,.~~~~~~---~~~-,._,...~~.--~~~--~~ 
::rt:DrnG· AID CITNfIO:.l (Shore form) 

>.R!'.ANGC::·!lWT ;\;.'lD ?IARRATIVE DESCRIPTION. 

Arranged numerically by case number. 

Still photographic 35mm negatives.of 21 alleged sightings 
· - · C\ Bnnch · · .· . 
Aerial l?henomen~ .Gt..onp. or its p:redecessors 11 ~.. The 

of' UFO 1 s collected by the 
(2"1011fems) 

photograJ?hsA were received 

:f'ra:n Ed-w-ards,, Keesler» :Fairchild, and· Olmstead Air Force,$ases as well. as :f'rom Wichita, 

K:a.nsas; Duluth:> Min.?J.esota; Alamogordo, New Mexico; Bingha!ll.ton, New Yo:rk; Montville and 

Sandusky, Ohio} Coburn,. Virginia.; Snohomish, Washh.,gton; and from Australia; Berr:mda; 

Queen C'n.arlotte Island, Canada; r1acao, China; and !Taha_p Okinawa., _Eight of' the sightings 
(72?0 deriis) _ _ ··- __ _ 

are recorded on roll filmA which totals 500 :feet and shaw·s timed radar responses of' the 

observed phenomena.. Some o-r the :frames are blank.. The case files t.o which thesff 
photographs rel2te are desc[dbed in Entries 294D and. 294E.,. 

D CONTINUED- ON REVERSE . 

[=1 CONTINUED ON SE?AR~TE _PAGE 
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/ _ _ .or,u·;c;;: OF sT1:rus 1u:Co;~o 
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l. 'rI'rLB 2. f'.EG ! t< D,y,·i:; 

c: 'fi·i·i!': "i. 
DA'rr:s 

D. sLrl\TIS'l 1CS 
Co;ryplet.:.· Linci!r 
:.rr~asuretr>cnt £Anc1 
Ic~ms {or l~vcls 
lo - 12 only. 

IS ACCESSIO!;s;:i 
HIC~cILX LISTED 
ON R:.-VERSE? 

" Dy ~I! 

E. LOCATIO!;S 

·Project Blue B:ok ·Mot-ion Pic..tures. 

1. rnn T Or" 
PH'iSICAL Cl:STOD'f Incil ca. tt.,, m, cm, ft, or 

NNVM 

2. BEG!ll LOCATION 3. 

1950 

1967 

UU~·mEP. Cl"' ITEMS TYPE Ol'" IT.E:·l . 

20 . Motion pictures 

~-- ~ .. ' ... .. ,... .. 
END LOCJVl'1G!? 4. !.OCI\TIO:~ ~EFE?Zt-:o: (OptLon.~l} 

~ ,hi 0 E/ 3 rC 03/ioa!.A I 01:11/1014i/1.A1 I 

,!, I I I I I I I I I .-1 I I I l I I . I I I I 

ABB LOcr~TIOt~S 
,/1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

COCl rD<UED <X< 

,!, F.EVC:R.SE? 
·1 I I ' I I I I I I I I I f I I . I I f I 

Dy ,®11 ,/,: . 
I I " . I I,. .L .!. .! • _J 1. t 

F. .f..P..PJ"\NGEMEHT l\ND NARI~ATIVE DESCRIPTIO~~ 

-) 
Motion pictures r·eceived by the UoS., Air Force during its official investigations 
into the existence of Unidentified flying objects, £illiled by military personnel 
and ci vi.liens. Included are two television documentaries on the subject of' ''UFO' s. n 

·The case files to which thase mot :i.on pictures relate are descji:':ibed in Entt::ies 
\ 294D and 29_4E. 

~rranged numerically by case number. 
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k-J· ·. l\. TY Pr·: OP 'l'l\J'\.No~'.l'ION . 

CHANGE OF STATUS REOORD _) \ ). 
0 4. .::OR.<a·:CTlON ~\_1. ACCF:S~lON 0 2. !NfTll\J, INPUT 0 3;.rc<WlGE op · 
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a. CON'.l'ROL 
l. ttt; ~U!J,)HOU1 1S Sr-:tHES J\Nll SUBSEHlES lJ. .l-1. illl'!'l{Y NU. 

2.A ,,i.B ,C r·D 1'6.l:! 7.F ,,8.C ,9.ll 10.S ~J 11. SS r2- SSS. LEVEL 
NUMUER, 

2.9l-f H LEVEL, ENTRY 3,4,1 019 01b (),5· ()14 QLr;' \?10 010 .JC 00 0. I I . I I f 10 .. 

l. TITLE ... 2. BEGIN Dl\'.l'E 

c. TITLE: & .Project Blue Book :-Sound Recordings •. 1955 
DATES 3. F.ND D/\TE 

lcxJJ: 
0. S'l'ATISTICS l. UNIT OF 2. LINEAR MEAStJREHENT 3. IT!o:MS 

Complete L.i.near l?l!YSICAL CUSTODY Indicate m, cr:i,.ft, or ~n ITY?E NUMBER OF I'l'~ '.!."!PE OF I=t CODE Measureme:nt and 
It:elllS for l!r.te1S 
10 - 12 on1;i. NNVM 23 Sound recoriM no-s 
IS ACCESSl0?.'30 
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Dy g 
.. !! I 
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A1i.., 8/E/31 I 01 91 I I Oi 71 /1 Bi I 0 g /s 0 7. /, B I 

,/, I I .I • I I I I I I I I I I I I. I I I I 

,/, .. 
~ LOO\T.IONS I I I I f I I I I I I I I· I I I I I i f ... 
CONTI!.1JEO 0N 

/, PS/ERSE? " 

I I I t I I ., I I I I I I t I ' . .1 I I 

Dy· OON /. ,•Jt'I 
I I I I l i I ' I ' I I I I I I ' I . I I 

F. ARP-!\NGE..'M.ENT A..'JD NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 
~.· ..... · ..... . 

I Interviews recorded or acquired by the u.s,. Air Force with individuals claiming .. 
' to have seen unidentified f'lying objects, and maintained under Pl"oject a?:UE'fuOl!>kBLV[ 

a.nd its predecessor :projects. The case files to which. these recordings relate 
~re .described in Entr:i.es .294D ~nd 294E. 
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