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DETAILS: I . Personal History 

A. It was learned from the personn l records of the National Archives 
that ROBHllT CLAUS was born May 19 1 1913 at t elrose, assa.chuset ts . He is an 
American citizen. He received his elr:-.mentary education in the . elroso, Mass . 
schools nd received his A. B. degree in History at Tuft•s College in June, 
1935. He r ceived the 'ast r of Arts degree from Flatcher cchool of Law and 
Diplomacy, .. d£ord, as achu ett , in 1936, majorincr in international law and 
organization . Ho as elect d to Phi Beta Kappa. r . CLAUS 1 f tncr, HEt~RY T. 
CLAUS, wa formerly the _ditor of the Boston ribune and is presently con­
nected Ttith n wspapers published by th~ Dupont interests in 'ilmington, Del . 
R:>:~ERT CLAUS resides at 4208 Second Road, Arlington, Virginia . He 1 
married to JE N CHIUSTIE CLAUS • 

B. Personnol records of • ational Archives indicate that Mr . CLAUS 
filed his pplication for po ition in the r tional Archiv~s on April 21, 
1936. H took the oath of office, September 20, 1937, a Junior Archivist 
Assistant, Division of Commerc ·Archives at 1620 per annum. On June 16, 
1938, he wa. prorioted to the po<Jitlon of Junior rchivi t t 2000 per annum . 
On ,fey 16, 1939 , nis position rn changed to Asai tnnt Archivist, Division 
of Commerc Prchivos, at ~ ;2000 · er annum. On September 161 1939, his salary 
was incr ased to :~2600 per n.nmnu. fn his pod tion ~r. CLAUJ • duties are in 
part SIJD~rvisory. His dutles aro "und r eeneral supervision having some lati­
tude for independent or unrevi~w d nction and decision, performing important 
and difficult work in archival sci.nee and administration' . :rher 1.. no 
indic tion as the result of Lnvestiyatlon that • CLAUS h s a.t nny tim 
attempted to convert fellow mployees to subversive doctrines . 

II . Basis for Investigation 

On list, furnished to this office by the f pccial Committee to 
inv :?stigato un- mer le E.>.n nc ti vi tics, of hich the Honora ule AR'l'IN DI~ 
is Chairman .• the following inf'ornation appears: 
"ROB T CLAUS 
4208 Second Road 
Arlin t n, Virgini u 

n ember, Was!ineton Committ 
III . Hesults of Inventigntion 

"Junior Archivist 
ational rchives 
2600" 

for D .mocratic Actionu 

An a .. ent of this office contacted t.he Dies Committee and was advised 
that the basi for placine r . C AUf 1 name on the ios Committee list is 
the appearance o:f' iis m.i.me on a .>hotostatic copy of • list in the possesssion 
of the Dias Comruvtee entitled 111'no sl in ton onmittce for .uemocratic Action". 
As of December 23, 1941, ~he ~ies Committee advised that it had no further 
information concerning Mr . CLAUS . 

A source of information herein designated as ·r-1 furnished 
information to this office concerning the Washington Co:mmittee for 
Democratic Action . An examination of this information reflects that 
the nane of RO i:mwr CLAUS docs not in fact appear in the active indices 
of this organization. However, it is noted that the name of • N CLAUS, 
4208 Second Road, Arlington, Virginia, ·re of r . CLAUS, docs appear 
in the active indices of the n hington CornmHt e for D'mocr tic ction . 
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An examination of information furnished by thi s ma informant con­
cerning th American Peoples Mobilization, known as American Peace 

bilization prior to :.he invasion of Russia., reflects that tho name 
of ·"rs. iF:AN CLAUS, 4200 Second !·toad, Arlineton, Virginia appears in 
the active indices of that organization. 

The source of information herein designated as T-2, who 11 es 
in the vicinity o! .u- . CLAUS• residence, stated that Mr . and 1rs . CLAUS 
moved into the apartment nt 4208 Second Ftortd, "·rlineton, Vlrgi.ni , at 
the time the Buckinchnm Apartments we. first opened. During that 
period, info ant stated ,r. and ~rs . CL _m) have never seen fit to 
as"'ociatc rrith clo~e neighbor as haa boen the practice of othar tenants 
iu. the same building. On the contrary, .. 1rs . CLAUS, according to the 
informant, has ftiled to recognirse :nei~htX>rs on the street . Mr . CLAUS, 
informant stat:!d, appears to be a man o · ordinary habits and when not 

ccornpaniad by frs .. CLAUS vms c id to be frie ldly to som.e extent . 'rhis 
infornw.nt could furnish no info:rma tion concerning the membership of Idr . 
and rs . CLAUS in the .aehington Committee for Democratic Action or 
Am~rican Peace · otilizatlon. The informant .ant on to stnte that Mrs . 
ROBERT CLAUS is I~xecu ti ve .Sccre tary of the Buckingl1.am Citic Association 
which organization was formed soon after the Buckingham Community 
Ap,rtmente were opened and is compri3ed of tenants in the project . 
The informant stated that at first tha organization app Rl'ed to have 
1 gitimate purpos~s and to be a da~ocratic organization having purposes 
above reproach. Later, the informant stated, the orgnnization became 
dominated by individuals whor.: some terned ''r"dicnls" and i"thom others 
termed ncomraunists". Informant stated that .,frs . GLAUE; hn.s constantly 
been ctive in this org.:;nbation throughout its existence and has 
associ"'"ted herself ti.th per~;on° krto11.a to be radicals . Informant st ted 
that it w r. not inforr.umts' belief that ·r . CL Uf: has activaly pa.rtici­
p ted in the organization exca~t in ·c far as ~as probably necessary 
due to tha official capacity cf his wife . Mr . CLAUS as said by the 
informant to sppear to be o studious individuP.J. Ei.nd to spend con iderable 
time in reading. 

confidontl 1 sourc cf info ion Jr ... n di. gna.ted a T-3 
who is the husband of T-2 , could aud little in::'ormation to that given 
by his df o . Ho expressed an opinion th ~.t Mr . CLAUS would ordinarily 
be a "regular fellown but appears to be doninated to some oxtent by 

s. CLAUS and is probably in sympathy to some ext.ent ith her activitie • 

1 conficcntial source of information herein designated as 
T-4 stated tnat he lived for two years in the immediat vicinity of 
the CLAUS r sidcnce and observed Ar . CLAUS to be a quiet, unassuming 
indivldual . H.,.~ stated th t ' • and •r., . CLAUS did not apparently 
care to associate Tti. th fellow tenants and that l!rs . CLAUS G.s not held 
in very high e·t;.em for the re ~:;on of her aloofne.~s and her activitie 
in the Buckingham Civic Association. The informant stated that this 
organization of which he we ... once a m-mb r, is dominated by a radical 
element in the Buckingham Coir.munit.y nd tr.at he conslders rs . RDBERT 
CL US to fa.11 in tho ca.ta _,ory of 11 r.a.dicf:tls" . T ~ informant stated that 
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Mrs . CLAUS at one time marched 1n a picket line which 1as organized by 
a strike of maint nanee employe e of the Buckinch Community. This 
activity on the part of Mrs . CL US and other was criticized by tho 
informant a.s being to ally unwarranted . Informant could give no infor­
mation regardine m bership of Mr. and Mrs . CLAUS in orgruiizations other 
than thd Buckingha Civic Associ tion. 

Confidential !~ources of inforrna:tic.n herein designs.ted as T-5 
lm.d T-6 wer. intervie d jointl r. Thef' .... lnformap.tB tated tha.t they 
had no in.formation concerning the activities of .r . ClAU~ and his wife 
other than the participation of Mrs . CL US in th· Buckingh m Civic 
Association . These informants v1ere critical of Mr • Ck U •. for her 
activitie stating that tho ssociation, once lezitimc.to and having 
in its n~embership the populn tion of Buckin'3hro Community genernlly, is 
no . dominated by a small grot p of radicals . Informants st,ated tha.t they 

i th ot 1er peroons in the Co:mmuni ty h~va withdrawn their ne1:.:.bership for 
that reason. The· o informants st!1t d th t ' • CLAUf., appears to bo a 
quiet , int-:illoctual individual and to sp~nd the ajority or bis spare 
ti.mo apparently qui"ltly a.t home . 1I'h ,y ot ted tbat they knnv~ r . and 
rs . CLAUS have .fov, visitor in their a.partme:1t and r;o out infr .quently. 

A confidential sourc of information h~rein desiena.tod as T-7 
ho is an e ployee of th N tion 1 l\rch1..ves and ·ho ls al<=>o a resident 

in the Buckingham Community, st·ted that h~ wa not fa~iliar with the 
member hip of Mr . and rs . CLA f' in the rrishl.ngtonGommittee for emo­
cratic Action, the American Peace Mobiliz!"Jtion or or-·e.nlzatior. of similar 
nature . The in.formant recalled that ,frs . r;1 US ·as active :ln the }Juck­
ingham Civic ~soci tion and o11c1ted hls .. mb~rship in that organization. 
Informant oxnrass d an opinion th . ( • and lC:rs . C...,ALS a.re loyal American 
citizens and ·ould ngaga in no activitie~ inimical to the bost interests 
of their country. tte stated that he ha~ eon out socially on very rare 
occaslons Tiith r. and Mrs. CL.AU~. He oxpreased a b""lief that 'll!r . CL US 
ha$ .. pent considerable am unt of time in s tudylnrr and recalled that 
he has been invi t .... d to the apartm~nt of r. CP,U~ to join in t1dlscussion 
group 14 • .1 st ted th t he h d new r ttend~ r-ny o ., then d ecussion 
but presumed the , o be tho m~ tin .... "' of th~ f ie11d of • an Jrs . 
CLAUS t hich tim var· ous economic, politic al and social .. at.ters 
were discussed for the nlightenmont of the c;roup . 

A conf ldential source of inf orrnation heroin designated a 
T- 8 , ho is connect .d with the Exec tiv :)fficr~s or the · uckinrham Com­
munity, advisad that ir . and Mrs . CLAUS have recently given notice that 
they int nd movino from th Buckin{"l'hmn Community nnd have indicat d 
they are buildinr, a residence . 'fhie informant had nothinc of a critical 
nature to say regardinr, • CL U'-'' but tP.ted that .. r · • CLAUS as E.xecutive 
Secretary of the Buckinsham Civic Association has assoc'ated herself 
ith radicals in the community, notably one; IRVING RICHTER and Mrs . 

SAUUEL J. HOD l\F, hose activities have been a. constant ource of agi­
tation in the co unity. Ha stti.ted that Mrn .. CL.i\US pf'rticip ted in tho 
picket line wh n maintenanc c,ployees of the BuckL~gham Corn unity went 
on a strike . 
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A. source of information here.in designated as '11-9 \ho is an 
e ployee of the National Archives stat<~d that he has been acquainted 
with ROBER'l' CL.AUS since his employment in the National Archives and 
has closely followed hie career. He stated that he is personally very 
fond of Mr . and Mrs . CLAUS and is of the opinion that they would not 
aline thamoelves with any groups h<:tving subversive t ndencies knowingly. 
Informant stated that he has, however, become distressed at times with 
the attitude of Mr. and Mrs . CLA.UB toward political, economic r:·nd soeial 
problems of the day. He qualified this ste.tamcnt by s:;yine that it 
appears a great number of young college men and women of recent years 
have lost sight of the practical aide of questions and have concentrated 
too much on the intellectual and theor .... ticnl sides of questions . Infor­
mant stated th t ~r . and Mrs . CLAU-r would he t~~rmed r.~s memb'1r~ of the 
"int-:>llieentniau if they resided in en Europav..n country. Tho informant 
stated th t he ha nev r h rd of .\ • ~L uc • attamptint; to convert fellow 
employees to any doctrines or theories of hts mm. 

A con£ide11tial sourc of informatfon he:rein dosi,_,nated as T-10 
stat?.d that he has foll01..-ed the en.rear of H. 1BEHT r.LAUS with intsreat, 
havinr been acquainted nth his !'ether for a ~:reat. number of years . 
Infonnnnt stated that .. ir . CLAUS ' fa th ,r is r~Emtleman above reproaah 
and as Editor of the Boston ~tribune exhibited no tendencies in his 
editorial policies which v~ould indicata symprthy for Communisr;i . He 
stated that it is his b .. >lief that the Boston Tribune ori the contrary 
would b t~rmed a conservative paper. Tho informnnt strted that he 
has because of his assoc in. cl.on vri th subject 1 s rather be cm erson.a.lly 
interested :tn GI.AU~,; 1 succ;~ss . He e:xprc""sed the v1ish that tfr . CLAUS 
vould see fit to aeok his career in another field statinv that he 
believed Hr . cu~us hnd capnbili ti~HJ and t,h,e intellect for great.er 
thl..1'1f:~ than hts position nf£ord.. . lnforrmnt stated that he would 
not consid r HOBfl·T CLAU~) and his vd:t:e to he the type to join organiza­
tions which might ha.ve questionabJ<: purposr:is . H- stated, ho-wev,~·r , that 
he would hAve no in7.ir:m.to l,.no ·led _ an to trisir e1rbership tn any orgnni­
r.ations Tfhich might be possible. 

A source of information h~r''3ln dea.tgnnted es 'l'-11 v1ho has 
been in a position for somcit,imo to obsr~rve r..Dil r·coived by!r . and 
Mrs . CLAUS stated that they received a great volume of mail, much o! 
lfhich inform nt ll'ould term ;:tS "propa.r;a:nd " • Throuch th. cooperation 
of this informant the mail of n!r . and Mrs . CU.US was observed for a 
period of approximately 25 days . It has been a~cartn.ined that the 
follcming me.il has b .en retfeived and may be of interest to this inves­
tie;ation: 

Addre.see 

Mrs . ROBERT CLAUS 

~AN C. CLAUS 

Date 

Dcite not given 

Dnte not ;;ivan 

neturn address 

News fro'n the Coopcra ti ve Book­
shop; 916 17th Gt., N. x., Wash. 



J:AN C. CLAUS 

s . J •Ml CLAUS 

s . ROBER'!' CLll US 

Jf4\N C . CL US 

J ~AN G. CLAUS 

.I.rs . R._, B .... lT CLAUS 

!rs. JE.l\U C. CL Uc;> 

'iss J .. ;;J\N C. CLAUS 

rs . J..:.fi • CLAUS 

Mrs . RO . HT CLAW 

Ur : J ~ c. c:AtD 

t 'JBFllT CL· C$ 

Yiss JEA c. L US 

rs . R. CLAUS 

11-2 -41 

12-3-41 

12-3-41 

12-3-41 

agazine "Co on Sense" 
315 4th venue, Uew York 

Magazine "In Fae t" 

The Ne Ropubltc , ho ..... ast 
49th Street, New York 

ashington A,;)ae..iinbly of C. I . o . 
Amdliariee , 1407 L ~> t . , ?; • . • 
· o.s l-1ington , T • C • 

Da t not given .!.agazine "In 1' act 11 

- at·-. not ;:l er .... ivil .... ibertio " .uartorly 

Date not given J.Tovernber icsue of Consumers 
Union r eport 

12- ll-41 , erican .. vil I.ib~rtl s 

12-5-41 

Union , 170 s;th .l\vanue , N.Y. 

aeazine '' Peac ~ ction of the 
1!at · onnl ouncil for Prevention 
of .Jnrtt 

L!itc not i ven ll'·tri.ngto1 Coopernti ve okshop, 
9;.6 l'/th "" t. . , L ;, • , vashlngton 

Date not u,iven ll'agazine "Bread and .Hutter" 

Date not elv n 4~a~1nc "In F ct" 

12-15-41 National Council for Preven-
tion of r, 1013 l~th st. , 
l . 

~:c. int;t n, T" c. 
' . i • ' 

j.. . 

Dat{;l not given Circul~r a:ivertising book titled 

12-16-41 

12-1~-41 

"'l'l e .orl 's Destiny and the 
Ur.J.t. 0 d States" fro the World's 
t" ociet~r fi:.p··oc intlon, 4-6 .a.st 
Han de lph ._ t • , Chic ar;o . 

Keep America Out of Var Congress, 
22 ~st 17t 1 qt . , New York 

United China Reli~f Inc . , 
1790 Broadw~y , N~ York 

On December JO, 1941 r . GLA S after being invited to do so, 
appeared in the Washington /ield Office and made the follord.ng sworn 
statement , the orleinnl of hich is beine retained in the file of this 
case in tho Wr: hington t'ield ffice . Copie3 of the statement with cor­
rections made by fr . C Au.:.~ in his o1'tn nandViriting re being included 
with copies of the report . 1.r . ~LAUS returned to the office on January 
2, 1942 and attached his signature to the sta.tereent . 
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Q. How lou.g ha• 7ou. e 
Ar b Yee, • Clautt? 

1.. Lligbtl:' over I. roe•, I belt •· :1 pt bar, 19'7, 
I th1nk I atart . • 

• 

• o • .. • Gl , in .-hat or · rib.11.ti 11a otb:e 
do 1011 preqntly· bold membox-sh1p 

A. 'rhe onll' onea X can think or are reaw!onal e'J'i 
the Soe1 t7 ·ot ll rioan Arohi•ist a.nd uaerloan 
Polit1w f.'foienoe Aoeoeiatio • Conau.m ~ · Uft1 , t 
amppos !.$ eoaiety. 

Q. lr. Glau 1 t, · Fea ·r,a ·1 Duruu ot Inve it, Uon t a 
rooeivf'..d bito~tlOB indi.oating .th t ou. are er hav' 
be •tt1l1•te4 with or anicat1on, th'l ottvities 
or · hi eh a . • oonsitlered dev!Mntal t<> tho beet itlter . ots 
ot the Jnitod St te.a Uov~ent.. ~• you at .ar1;r 'Lit~ 
eYeJ' 1io your knowled e tak ton, · ade tm7 
• teaen~ , or r i•ed ~· litoretur~ which 14 
in your opitd.oa juutity the utmm · 1 on the part of 
a third p&r'\7 that you er enbet' o h an Ol' enisationt 
It so, will you plea•• rel.a ht y01u- own 1lfO e bow 
euoh n iapreNlon could be rece1vecn 

A. The o l)" thing ~hat oooure to 1 that my wit• witbin 
the po.a row on.th bas r ceived into: tion, before 
the war b gan, rroa th uc sol:' to tJie :rican 

c blllzation, which I bel1ev 1'1 4 llM tl'M 
.rican Poopl a ilobili tion and whioh I ~lieve is 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

0 n 

ha'Y 10U ft' r e 
l a b1Uaat1on, t mv · 

bill1atinn'i 

you emb ot w bA'fe 70 1 b •n e ber 
ot ha ,ashin~ton Oomd:t,t;ee tor Dom.ocre.tio Action t 

Q. e y<m now r hew 1ou 0r b on lll'Mlber ot the 
ti ,tionAl Federati-on r Gon&ti tut on.al IJ.berti s 

• 



• 
• A. 

Q. 

llo. 

ot the Mat1onal llegro O~ae? 

nave 1ou trter att nde4 a '™"•ting of tt¥ or th 
abov or .. aniaat.ion 1 

I think I did at on ti • attt nd 
~ir..an ee ,abili1at10 • I not rt-ain it 

••• thoi:r ettn • but I thin they • .a1st in 
sponsoring that. It wew at tho Tum r Are • I 
hink tbey aeatsted in apon orlng that. 

Q. fo11ld 10 Ot'iN, ,.. Clau , to tat.• yoUJ" ctivt ~ 
in conneoti()n wi !"' tb.1 etlng'J 

';.• t bad no cttvity at 11. I ju t utter.id d t . eting 
listened. to t...'1 . ai"1';1t'l and ttpeechea wh.1c.b were 

de a , k J" i a! t1on to O'JT in'tol Yoti nt 
in the 

• laff you o fll~ eontr1butea tMJne.l o:r ti.~icea t 
or the havo-montion:ed orgw ut1ontlt 

• o .. 

Q. Ua e you er r 1v any 11 · e. tur our ~lt fro 
the a or an:tsatiiiorut whiob would ln.CU.uate to you the: 
your name ~• be n plac 4 on the .al lla:t, and 
1.hereby give rl to the Womatton turniahed to the 

tt1t0t that you w re uff 1l1ated. with such erg niaaticns? 
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• • 

• 

• 

Q. -voe text r.7 ch n~ in th• 
overnmtJnt ..-~d.eh we · njoy 

u! Pl" . eat ti 1 

• el' d ru\J' •tat ont, tr.1eh .a have 
ed t.Mt 1 u id 1n t A ~ to b 

• 

• • 

• ti on 

• 
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e ~ or th a soci · ton, it 1 
o eible the wotild aceua<i ua of being this rt. 

lac w o w · lil aibl;r 

• 

• 

W'itnesses: 

( s ) G • D. ~ing, Jr. 
( s ) R. F . P..yan 

Special Agents 
Federal Bureau of Investi~ation 
u. s. Dept . of Justice 
Washington, D. c. 

CLO"" 
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(signed) ROB-RT CLAUS 
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