
SOCIETY OF  A I {ER ICAN AECHIV ISTS

DRAfT FOR A CONSTITUTL.IN

NAme

J-. The nane of this organizetion shall b6 The Society of A&erican
Archiv is ts ,

0bjects

2. The objects of The Society of Aneri.can Archivists shall be to
promote sound principles of archival economy and to facilitate co-
operation among archivists and archi.val agencies.

llenbership

3. Indivj-dual menbership shall be restricted to those yrho are or
have been engaged in the custody or administration of archives or
historical rnanuscripts or rho, because of special experlence or other
quali-fieations, are recogflized as conpetent in archival econorly.

/,. Institutlonal merrbersnip snal-l be restricted to institutions or
agencies that have the custody of archives or historical manus cripts,
They shall be entitled to represent,ction by one delegate, sith the
right to vote, at aL1 meetings of the Soci.ety.

5, Eleclion to membership sirall be by a najori.ty vote of the fu1l
nenbership of the council, iuembers so elected shall be enrolled upon
the receipt oi' tneir iirsl palmen b of dues.

6. The dues of individual nerbers shall be five dollars a yearl of
institutional memborfi, ten dolJ-ars a year. Indiviciual menbers may be-
corne life nember6, exenpt from i-urther dues, by pa.ynent of a fee of
one huncired dol"lars.

7. A11 dues shall be payable in advance, and any menber fail-ing
t,r pa} his dues lur six montbs a-Cter they become pa;.-able may be
dro.oired frora the rolLs by vote of the council one month after noti.ce
of such oefault sh&ll have been mailed to hirn. He shall be restored
to nembership, hov,ever, upon payrnent of all arrearages of dues.

Officers and Governnent

8. The officers of the Society shall- be a presid.ent, a vice presi-
dent, a secretary, and a treasurer. They shall be el-ected at each
annu.al neeting of the Society for terrns of one year and shall serve
until their suceessors are efecteci. No one shall be eligible for
election as presidcnt for more than three successive terras, and no
one shall be eligible to succeed hissel-f as vice president.
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9. The governnent of the Society, the rnanagenent of its affairs,
and the regulation of its procedule, except as otbernise provided in
this constitution or deternined by the Soclety, shall be vested in a
eou.ncil- coroposed of the officers and five nrernbers elected by the So-
ciety, one at each annual rneeting for a term of five years. The
elected menbers of the council shal1 be ireliglble for inmediate re.-
e lect ion,

1C. There shal1 be a nomi-nating corinittee conposed of the retiring
elected member of the council, as chairman, and triro members of the So-
clety not on the council a!pcj.n+"ed by the president at the preceding
annua} reeting. This coix:ittee sb.aLl consult the menbership for sug-
gestions, shall nake noxrinations for officers and nembers of the coun-
cil, anri shall prepare ballots containinii the na,:oes of its norninees
&nd. ol aLl who may be no'rinated by petit.i rr. of ten or nore members
filed wilh the secretary at least lwo weees in advance of.the annual
meetlng at whieir the election is to takc plece, A majority of the
ballots east by the nenbers and deLega.t,es present et the meeting shall
i..,e necessary for election. Onll. indi"vidual members shal-l be ellgib1e
for election as officers or members of the council.

lt. If a vacancy shall occur in the cor.rncil or r,ny of the offices
exceph the presidenc; it nay be fil leci by the councJ-1, and the person
designated shall hold the position for the unexpired term of the per-
son va catinli it .

*

L2.  The pres idenb shal l  pres ide
r - i r . t r .  s r r l  . r l  i h . .  c . , , , n n i l  a n d  S n t e l l

be d i rected by the Counci l .

at all business meetings of the So-
perforrn such other duties as nay

L3. The vice .oresii.en+, saall perforar the duties of the president
in case the preGj-dent is absent or incapacitatbd, and, in case of a
vac:-n4Jr in the presirr-.cy, he shall assume that office and hold it
for tire renaincier of trte terr.-,.

LL. Tire secretary shal.I r<eep lhe minutes of the Sosiety and of the
coullcil, prepare and n3,i I notices, present a aeport on the activities
of the Society at each annual neeting, and perform such other duties
as may be directed by the co-,-tncil.

L5, The treasurer shall have the custody of all nonies belonging
to the Society and shall pay then out onl,y on the presentetion of
biDs certified by the secretary. i{e may be lequired by the council
to give bonds for the faithfuL performance of hls duty in such sun
as i'{, shall deterroine. He s}rall keep an account of a}} recolpts and
paJnoents and re,oort thereon in ful-I to the Society at eaeh annual
meeting and to the counci.l nhenever so ordered.

16. The presirienl,, the secretary, and the treasurer shall coustl-
tute a finance comnittee, rhich shall approve all investnents and
sir.alL prepare a bud;et for subnission to the council and the Society
at each annual neeting.
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iieetings

l.7. The Socj.ety shall hold arr annual neetlng at such t1rne and place
as the council- shafi cleterrni,ne, and special neetlngs rnay be ca11ed by
the council. Notice of al-1 neetlngs of the Soclety shsll- be mailed by
the secretary at least tl, o treeks before the date of the oeet1n6. Fif-
tee,rl rrielxbers shalL constitute a quorum for the trensaction of Ltuslness
but a sme.ller number may aojourn to anotlrer date.

18. The council shall ncld gn arulual neeting in connection with the
a"mrus,l mecting of the Societ,y and such other stated raeetings as it nay
det,eririn€. Special meeti-ngs of the courrcil for any pr]rpo se shal-l be
called by the secretsry on the nri-tterr request of ttre president or of
three r.ernbers of the cou:rci1. Flve serrbers shall consti.tute a quoruat
ior the 'ur:msactiorr of business but a sneller nurber may adjourn to
a.notLer dai,e.

Publicati.one

19. The council shalJ- e lec',, for such tern as lt shalf Ceterlriirret
an ecritor, rho shaff e<lit or suFervise al-l- the pub.lications of tho
Societl., i le shel-l have the adlice and cooperation of gn editorial-
boar(i cc'nsls Lirrg of four 1iieii!L,er$, one of v,hom shalf be al,prtinted an-
ru:a111' by the council for a Lerr of four years. The editor shall" be
er:-oij ' icio the chairlran of the board. He sha}l be privileged to at-
tenrl afl neetings of the courcil but sha1l not have a vote thereln.

20. 
'l"nen 

-iruicls are aveilable the Society shall publish a yearbook,
cluarttirly r',a ea't Ine, c'r olner serial publication, lihich shall contain
acco'Lrnts cr proceedings of l;hc nteetings ()1' the Societyr together r,ith
sueh rel'c,rts, papers, revr.'.rv, s r an(i neY.s of archival aqtivities as roay
be ce',,er; ined by i,hr, eoi-t,or. AIl neilbers i-n good standir]g shall be
er,+.itlei to receive co,Ji":t of lrLio ;ublication, and subscriltions
sher11 be aLcceptei fr<.'rt r,thers at such rates €rs ruay be directeo. by the
f inance coirrrLti l,t ee .

deccros

2I. The ninlte bc)oi<s, corre.spon<ience, and other recordJ of the So-
cie',,y anc j-ts coi:rnit,1.ees sha-l-L be preserved by the officers ancj chair-
ruerr of conlitt,ees ancj slial.l. be pronptly turned over by then to thelr
successors or to the secrelary vihen their terns expire. Recorcis that
Iiave ceasecl to be of use j"n conducting the current affairs of the So-
ciety rria"..-, by dir.:cti on of the ccu:rcil, be tumed over to a deposltory
selected by i t  tor  penenent  preservr : t lon '

'2?-. .l!:rendnents to this constitutlon may be proposed in writing
filecl vri-th Lhe secretary by eny five neraber's. Copies of tlre pro-
po6ed arnencil^ents shaLl be nailed by tJre secretary to all nenbers
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at least ten days in advance of the roeeting at $hich they are to
be consj.dered. ff approved by the council they may be adopted by
a najority vote, if not so approved, by a tvto-thirds vote, at any
annual- meeting of the Society.

Schedule

The first officers and five nernbers of the council shal-l be elect-
ed by those present at the orgerization meetlng. At the flrst meet-
ing of the CounciL lots shal1 be drarm to assigD terns of one, two,
three, four, and five years, respectively, to the elected nernbets.
Thc first members of the board of editors shal1 be elected for terms
ol one, tvo, three, and four years, respectively.


